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“To appreciate the beauty of a snowflake it is necessary to stand out in the cold.” 
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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome 
your submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas 
and opinions to info@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible 
copy to the library. The Elkford Focus, Board and staff of the 
library do not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the 
right to edit or refuse to print submissions due to legality, 
length, religious or political reasons, good taste, or 
discriminating beliefs. The Focus is published on the web and 
may be accessed and searched by anyone. We are not 
responsible for any unauthorized use of submitted information. 
Copyright of all material remains with the author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 

ATCO 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Chevron 
Esso 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Kootenay Market 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 

Check out LinkedIn Learning to upgrade or learn 
professional skills in a variety of categories.  
 

Courses are free with your library card! Go to the 
library website and navigate from our menu. 

 
 
 
 
 

Free Wi-Fi at the library. Select Public Library - Guest, 
password #Reading101! (include the exclamation mark). 

Learn something new! 
All you need is a library card. 

Questions: info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

 
Contact us at the library: 

250-865-2912  
 

Send us an email: 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Website: 
http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

 

Find us on Facebook: 
Elkford Public Library 

 

Hours: 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Thursday and Friday 11:30 am - 6:00 pm  
Saturday 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm 

 

Elkford Public Library 
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Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 

 

The library website’s home page has 
several links to legal information.  
 
Try using Clicklaw to understand 
your legal rights and begin the path 
to solve legal problems. 



4 

 

 

 



5 

 

Elkford’s Non-Motorizied Trail Network is Growing and Growing 
 

2024 was the biggest year yet for the Elkford Trails Alliance. 
They kept 20 km of trail groomed all winter, logged well over 
2400 volunteer hours and held their first Poker Derby – Ride, 
Run or Hike. The highlight of the year was celebrating the 
opening of their first blue flow trail (named Shredder), in July 
followed by opening “Heroes” in October, a black, hand-built 
trail also in the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle network.  
Additionally, they secured a maintenance agreement with the 
District of Elkford helping ensure all of the non-motorized trails 
in and around Elkford are kept in tip top shape in exchange 
for keeping the ETA insured, tooled and supported. 
   All year long the ETA leads group rides and hikes, as well 
as offering fun, family-friendly activities at Elkford’s Winter in 
the Wild and Wildcat Days. These are some of the initiatives 
that lead to being awarded the “Community Group of the 
Year” at the Elkford Chamber of Commerce Business Awards 
in October. 
   You can support the ETA by purchasing a membership, 
coming out to their rides & hikes, volunteering for fundraising events & trail building, and buying their merchandise. 
They also offer snowshoe rentals for the whole season. You can find out more at www.elkfordtrails.com/eta or by 
emailing info@elkfordtrailsalliance.ca 
   What’s next for 2025? They’ve got a new trail well underway, having worked hard last fall to build a bridge across  
Boivin Creek and clear several kilometers of trail in preparation for building a new four-season trail in the Boivin  
corridor, pending funding. January will bring participation in the Elk Valley Streak, a group snowshoe & fireworks at 
Winter in the Wild in February, and group fatbike rides & snowshoes all winter long. They are also fundraising for a 2

nd
 

winter grooming machine to keep up with their growing trail network. 
   The Elkford Trails Alliance wishes to thank the Columbia Basin Trust, the District of Elkford, Teck Resources (now 

Elk Valley Resources), NWP Coal, StellerVista Credit Union, Elk Valley Thrift Store and the Trans Canada Trail for 

funding their trail projects. Funds alone don’t build trails, they have a dedicated Board of Directors that put in countless 

hours and many generous volunteers that they are eternally grateful for. As well as Doman, for the use of their land, 

Ram Mountain Power for equipment use, Esso for fuel donations and all the local businesses who donated prizes for 

the Poker Derby in September... thank you and Happy New Year! 

   - submitted by Katherine Russell 

Elkford Community Fund 
 

We're excited to announce that our 2025 grant application process opened on January 1
st
, with applications due by 

February 15
th
 at 5 pm MT. 

   We're deeply honoured to live, work, and play in beautiful ʔamakʔis Ktunaxa, the traditional and unceded home-
lands of the Ktunaxa Nation, serving the communities of ʔaq̓am Community - St. Mary's Indian Band, Yaq̓it 
ʔa·knuqⱡi ‘it - Tobacco Plains Indian Band, District of Elkford, District of Sparwood, BC, City of Fernie, City of 
Cranbrook, and the surrounding rural areas.  
   We take a broad and inclusive view of what a community is, providing grants to the widest possible range of  
organizations and initiatives, including the following areas of interest: 

• Animal Welfare 

• Arts, Culture, and Heritage 

• Education 

• Environment 

• Mental Health and Addictions 

• Outdoor Recreation, Physical Activity, and Sports 

• Programs for Equity-Deserving Populations (e.g., Indigenous,  

• racialized, LGBTQ+, women, diverse abilities, seniors,  

• children/youth) 

• Social and Health Services, including Housing  
   For all the details, including our 2025 Grant Application Guidelines and 2025 
Grant Application Form, please visit  
https://www.cfkrockies.ca/grants/ 
"Together, making our communities even better places to live, work, and play, now and forever." 
 
   - submitted by The Elkford Community Fund. Terry Vandale, Shawna Klein, Toni McIntyre,  
                                                                           Ethel Robinson, Vera Rees 

http://www.elkfordtrails.com/eta
mailto:info@elkfordtrailsalliance.ca
https://www.facebook.com/ktunaxa?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUbHEUVhoXx4XALfOFiv9gQQnSg-h6lle5fGDDIcRUz5frIFOWao-_zjp2NaZN_fCumvOIH9YDISXkBWEeYta_5OgMfOa_CDBAL8o-3D-zZJ81UNbbJALxLzOt0yddcn8a4ZpmN3WGxyl65k7caTqOgu_b9afgwrouBEJasVn5zmZN5KpT5hqbUBYwwzfiETNGYeOeb6OSIAvHu6a
https://www.facebook.com/aqam.community?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUbHEUVhoXx4XALfOFiv9gQQnSg-h6lle5fGDDIcRUz5frIFOWao-_zjp2NaZN_fCumvOIH9YDISXkBWEeYta_5OgMfOa_CDBAL8o-3D-zZJ81UNbbJALxLzOt0yddcn8a4ZpmN3WGxyl65k7caTqOgu_b9afgwrouBEJasVn5zmZN5KpT5hqbUBYwwzfiETNGYeOeb6OS
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088341445970&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUbHEUVhoXx4XALfOFiv9gQQnSg-h6lle5fGDDIcRUz5frIFOWao-_zjp2NaZN_fCumvOIH9YDISXkBWEeYta_5OgMfOa_CDBAL8o-3D-zZJ81UNbbJALxLzOt0yddcn8a4ZpmN3WGxyl65k7caTqOgu_b9afgwrouBEJasVn5zmZN5KpT5hqbUBYw
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088341445970&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUbHEUVhoXx4XALfOFiv9gQQnSg-h6lle5fGDDIcRUz5frIFOWao-_zjp2NaZN_fCumvOIH9YDISXkBWEeYta_5OgMfOa_CDBAL8o-3D-zZJ81UNbbJALxLzOt0yddcn8a4ZpmN3WGxyl65k7caTqOgu_b9afgwrouBEJasVn5zmZN5KpT5hqbUBYw
https://www.facebook.com/district.elkford?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUbHEUVhoXx4XALfOFiv9gQQnSg-h6lle5fGDDIcRUz5frIFOWao-_zjp2NaZN_fCumvOIH9YDISXkBWEeYta_5OgMfOa_CDBAL8o-3D-zZJ81UNbbJALxLzOt0yddcn8a4ZpmN3WGxyl65k7caTqOgu_b9afgwrouBEJasVn5zmZN5KpT5hqbUBYwwzfiETNGYeOeb6
https://www.facebook.com/Sparwood.BC?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUbHEUVhoXx4XALfOFiv9gQQnSg-h6lle5fGDDIcRUz5frIFOWao-_zjp2NaZN_fCumvOIH9YDISXkBWEeYta_5OgMfOa_CDBAL8o-3D-zZJ81UNbbJALxLzOt0yddcn8a4ZpmN3WGxyl65k7caTqOgu_b9afgwrouBEJasVn5zmZN5KpT5hqbUBYwwzfiETNGYeOeb6OSIAv
https://www.facebook.com/CityOfFernie?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUbHEUVhoXx4XALfOFiv9gQQnSg-h6lle5fGDDIcRUz5frIFOWao-_zjp2NaZN_fCumvOIH9YDISXkBWEeYta_5OgMfOa_CDBAL8o-3D-zZJ81UNbbJALxLzOt0yddcn8a4ZpmN3WGxyl65k7caTqOgu_b9afgwrouBEJasVn5zmZN5KpT5hqbUBYwwzfiETNGYeOeb6OSIA
https://www.facebook.com/cityofcranbrook?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUbHEUVhoXx4XALfOFiv9gQQnSg-h6lle5fGDDIcRUz5frIFOWao-_zjp2NaZN_fCumvOIH9YDISXkBWEeYta_5OgMfOa_CDBAL8o-3D-zZJ81UNbbJALxLzOt0yddcn8a4ZpmN3WGxyl65k7caTqOgu_b9afgwrouBEJasVn5zmZN5KpT5hqbUBYwwzfiETNGYeOeb6O
https://www.facebook.com/cityofcranbrook?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXUbHEUVhoXx4XALfOFiv9gQQnSg-h6lle5fGDDIcRUz5frIFOWao-_zjp2NaZN_fCumvOIH9YDISXkBWEeYta_5OgMfOa_CDBAL8o-3D-zZJ81UNbbJALxLzOt0yddcn8a4ZpmN3WGxyl65k7caTqOgu_b9afgwrouBEJasVn5zmZN5KpT5hqbUBYwwzfiETNGYeOeb6O
https://www.cfkrockies.ca/grants/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0yOhUDlTRPpE_QfYDEJ6BJl7zvIIuRn-peXuNDJ07BNbnuWWXNNborHfc_aem_vNX3iPGkgG6WO8ji9ic75Q
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DOG PARK. ELKFORD. Interested? 
 

That was the header for a post on Facebook on January 7th. Maybe you saw it? 
There was immediate response. An amazing game of FETCH lasting 6 hours led 
to 66 likes and 84 comments. Some were very excited, willing to help create this 
fenced off-leash spot for their dogs, and some were not so pleased with the idea. 
   Two things were immediately apparent. The first being that there was enough 
support to look further into a dog park plan for Elkford. Number two is that dogs 
will always be a contentious topic with a variety of opposing views and opinions. 
For these two reasons, further commenting on the post was curtailed before 
there was a cat fight. 
   Rather than ROLL-OVER and give up, some dog lovers are eager to STAY focused. A group is being 
formed, society status is in the works, applications for grants will be registered, and the dogpile is about 
to begin. It will be important to find common ground. Hopefully all the friendly sniffers are encouraged to 
play and the feisty ones keep their leash on and HEEL during this process. Yes, I’m referring to the  
humans involved, not just the canines. One comment received on the post had a great guiding principle; 
‘build it and they will bark’. Hopefully there is lots of positive, quiet barking in the next 9 months or so. 
   Watch for our information booth at Winter in the Wild February 15th. There will be a dog toy toss to 
start raising funds, and prizes too. So far, this event is just for humans of all ages. 
   Any comments, questions, or concerns not already mentioned in the original Facebook feed can be 
sent to dogparkhwy43@gmail.com or Paige Turner through messenger. Just jot DOWN your contact 
info. 

If you wish to SIT at the first public meeting, 
please COME to the meeting room at the Community Centre 

Thursday February 6th at 7pm.    
 

   - submitted by Jeanette Fairbairn 

mailto:dogparkhwy43@gmail.com
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Figure Skating News 
 

The Elkford Skating Club had a fantastic weekend competing in the 
2025 East Kootenay Invitational held in Sparwood January 17-19. We 
had 18 skaters competing across all levels, from Star 1 to Star 9. All of 
our skaters did an amazing job demonstrating the skills they have been 
working on over the season. We had two Star 2 Elements teams who 
received bronze & silver and our Star 4 Elements team also received 
silver. We are so thankful for the dedicated coaches that have been 
working with our skaters all season and who prepared them well for 
competition. From the regular guidance and preparation with Coach 
Cora-Lee Campbell, simulation sessions and one-on-one coaching with 
Coach Diane Stemberger, and Coach Kathy Sutherland providing rink 
side support in Sparwood to launch our skaters. It was a fabulous 
weekend cheering each other on and watching our skaters do what 
they love. We look forward to our next competition February 14-16 at 
the Regional Championship in Creston.  
 
 

   We will be holding our annual ball drop fundraiser on  
Sunday, February 16

th
 @ 2 pm in the District Office parking 

lot. This year, everyone is invited to come watch the balls 
drop and see who our winners are. Tickets are still on sale! 
Contact a member of the skating club or email us at  
elkfordskatingclub@gmail.com if you'd like an opportunity to 
purchase tickets.  
 
   Our annual ice show is also getting closer! Join us on 
March 14

th
 & 15

th
 at the Elkford arena for our themed show 

"Cloudy With A Chance of Meatballs"! This show will feature 
an array of weather and food songs that are sure to please! 
We hope to see you there.  
 
   - submitted by Kenzie Karwandy 

Skater of the Month 
 
Each month, the Elkford Skating Club selects a skater from each group to be given the title of Skater of the Month.  
Skater of the Month is chosen from various criteria including dedication on the ice, encouragement of your peers,  
helpfulness with your coaches and peers, attempting new skills, and more. We congratulate this month's skaters for their 
hard work on and off the ice!  
 

PreCanSkate - Jordan Langille 
CanSkate - Riley Nagy 

Primary/Intermediate - Emersyn Whipple 
Junior/Senior - Iora-Rae Fairservice 

mailto:elkfordskatingclub@gmail.com
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Elk Valley Hospice 
250-423-4453 Ext. 309 

 
Elk Valley Safe Homes 

Women’s Shelter & Helpline 
250-946-6004 

 
Elkford Women's Task Force 

250-865-2031 
 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-433-6353 
 

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
Critical Incident Emergency Contact 

250-423-4226 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Elkford 

Focus is the 20th of each month.  

Please email your classified ads to info@elkfordlibrary.org 

and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming event, 

please put coming event in the subject line. 

Did we mention that classified ads are free? 
Short descriptive ads, 

no more than 50 words. 
 

If you wish to add a picture, then we charge you our  
regular ad rates (see below). 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective January 1, 2017 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  7.00                                       $12.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $15.00                                       $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $20.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $25.00                                     $80.00 

Elkford Trails Alliance 
Join us for guided showshoe hikes & fatbike throughout 
the winter. Follow us on FB & IG for meeting dates, 
times and locations. Snowshoes available for seasonal 
rental contract.  
info@elkfordtrailsalliance.ca  
 
Passport and ID Photos  
Call Katherine at 250-665-8005. katherinerussell.ca 
 

Elkford Food Bank 

If you need assistance from the Food Bank, or you know 
somebody who does, please call 250-910-7088 and 
leave a message along with a return number. Your call 
will be returned at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Elkford Lions Club 

Come join us - everyone welcome. Contact us at  

elkfordlions@gmail.com for current information. 

 

Any Lengths Group AA meetings 

For current information contact Betty-Ann S. 
250-433-6510 

Blind Date With A Book February 1st  to 25th at the 
library. 

 

Tech Fridays February 7
th 

& 21
st 

 from 2 to 4 pm at the 
library. 

 

Beginner Yoga (Fundraiser) February 13
th 

 at 6:30 pm in 
the library. Bring your mat and pay what you can to 
support the library. 

 

LEGO Day February 14
th
 & 28

th 
 from 1 to 3 pm at the 

library.  

 

Valentines Day February 14
th 

. 

 

Winter in the Wild February 14
th
 to 16

th
. 

 

Family Day February 17
th
. 

 

Board Game Day (all ages) at the library February 22
nd 

from 1 to 3 pm. 

 

All-Levels Yoga (Fundraiser) February 21
st 

 at 6:30 pm 
in the library. Bring your own mat. 

 

Elkford Public Library Regular Board Meeting 

February 25
th 

 at 6:30 pm in the library. All are welcome. 

 

Tabletop Game Night 19+ February 28th  from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm in the library.  

 

Book Club March 13
th 

at 6:30 pm in the library. 

Share your pictures of  

Elkford events in the Focus 

We’d love to see photos and  
news about sports teams, school events, happenings or 

celebrations on these pages. 
 

Email to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Or call us at 250-865-2912 

Thank you for saving resources! 
Pass this paper on for 
more people to enjoy! 

Coming Events 
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