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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome 
your submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas 
and opinions to info@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible 
copy to the library. The Elkford Focus, Board and staff of the 
library do not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the 
right to edit or refuse to print submissions due to legality, 
length, religious or political reasons, good taste, or 
discriminating beliefs. The Focus is published on the web and 
may be accessed and searched by anyone. We are not 
responsible for any unauthorized use of submitted information. 
Copyright of all material remains with the author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 

ATCO 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Chevron 
Esso 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Kootenay Market 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 

Check out LinkedIn Learning to upgrade or learn 
professional skills in a variety of categories.  
 

Courses are free with your library card! Go to the 
library website and navigate from our menu. 

 
 
 
 
 

Free Wi-Fi at the library. Select Public Library - Guest, 
password #Reading101! (include the exclamation mark). 

Learn something new! 
All you need is a library card. 

Questions: info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

 
Contact us at the library: 

250-865-2912  
 

Send us an email: 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Website: 
http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

 

Find us on Facebook: 
Elkford Public Library 

 

Hours: 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Thursday and Friday 11:30 am - 6:00 pm  
Saturday 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm 

 

Elkford Public Library 
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Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 

Borrow a Radon Detection Kit from the Library 
 

Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer in Canada and is responsible 
for as many as 16% of lung cancer deaths.   

 

We have one Corentium Home model radon detector which is about the 
size of a mobile phone, and has a digital display which produces readings 
in about an hour. The device needs at least 7 days for highest accuracy. 
You can borrow it for up to 28 days. The Radon Detection Library Lending 
Program is provided free through support from Health Canada, the BC 
Lung Association, Simon Fraser University, and Airthings. 
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Holiday Greetings 



5 

 

Elkford Trails Alliance 
 

On September 21
st
, the Elkford Trails Alliance hosted their first ever poker derby on the Teenage 

Mutant Ninja Turtle network. Over 30 participants took to the trails to run, hike, or bike with friends 
and family for an opportunity to win great prizes.  Funds raised will go towards the ETA’s recently 
approved project to add over 8 km of non-motorized trails, utilizing old trails, skid and logging 
roads where possible, in the lower Boivin valley. These trails will allow additional access for  
biking, hiking, and snowshoeing.    

  The ETA would like to thank all the participants and volunteers for making the event enjoyable.  
Also, we would like to thank our sponsors, Legacy Ford, EVR, KAPPS, Westridge Roc Komatsu, 
Tathlina's Pottery, Wonderland Clinical Esthetics, Fernie Roasting Co, Kootenay Market, Elkford 
IDA, Sue Wagner Pottery, Elkford Search and Rescue, and Noteworthy Coffee for their donations 
of supplies and prizes. 

 

Follow us on Facebook to see upcoming events.  We hope to see you on the trails! 
 
   - submitted by Travis Wilson 
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‘Tis The Season  
This edition of my Musings will include an early Christmas wish—one of white, soft, fluffy powder 
snow to ski on, moderate early winter temperatures, safer highways, family gatherings and joyous 
festivals and soirees! 
 
  We are Forging Forward…New CAO, Projects, Advocacy and More! 
Our new CAO—Jeff McConnell—is adjusting well to the amazing community that Elkford is, as 
well as getting to work with the friendly hard-working staff of the District of Elkford. I have been  
enjoying our time together as he settles into his new role and into our community!   
  The DoE (okay, grammatically speaking, it isn’t ‘the DoE’, but the organization’s humans) are still 
searching for a Director of Planning and Development Services to fill the empty seat left by the  
former Director. As with so many other situations and businesses, recruitment for qualified  
humans is a challenge. Don’t fret—we will persevere! 
  On the topic of staffing challenges—staffing is once again becoming an issue at the local clinic. 
While we don’t have input into how Interior Health and the Elk Valley arm of the organization make 
their staffing decisions, your council is working hard to create functional, inviting and affordable 
housing solutions to help draw employees to town.   
  That big exciting purpose-built rental project that has been awarded to the Elk Valley Family  
Society to be located across from the nearly finished seniors’ housing facility continues to slowly 
grind its way through the many-layered bureaucracies that have their toes in the pond—Interior 
Health, the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, B.C. Housing, an election, etc. Know’s 
who’s not on that bureaucratic list? The District of Elkford! I am proud to say that your council and 
the entire staff team continue to find creative ways to encourage green tape and not red tape!  
 
Get in the Holiday Spirit! 
We hope to see you at upcoming seasonal events, including some long-standing family favourites, 
and some newer traditions that we are openly embracing! Check out all you need to know at 
www.elkford.ca! 
Seniors’ Christmas Luncheon 

 -December 11 at noon (doors open at 11:30 a.m.). And, yep, hard to believe given my you  
  appearance, but alas, I will be there, too!   
 -I hope to see all residents who are 60 years + join us. 
 -RSVP by December 3 to 250.865.40210 or events@elkford.ca. 

http://www.elkford.ca
mailto:events@elkford.ca
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  2
nd

 Annual Truck Parade & Tree Light-Up 
  -December 2 
  -Parade through town starts at 6 p.m. 
  - Gathering for the tree light-up after the parade at 7 p.m. at Elkford’s Meeting Place (that’s 

the gazebo between the District Office and the Community Conference Centre. 
  -Want to join the parade? Register by December 29. Then, cover your car in Christmas lights,   

elves, Santas, reindeer…heck, there are no bounds to creativity here! Register at 
250.865.4010 or events@elkford.ca.  

 - Look for a parade map and all the details on our website. 
  And…don’t forget an Elkford Christmas Eve tradition! The North Pole has confirmed that Santa 
will be visiting Elkford on December 24. Our Fire Department will be touring Santa around town on 
the firetruck and collecting cash donations for local food banks. We are still awaiting the details 
from the North Pole, which will be posted on our Facebook page and website as soon as we  
receive them! 
 
PSA: It is, in Fact, Winter out There! 
I’ll close with a public service announcement: IT’S WINTER OUT THERE! That means snow and 
ice. On the road. Where you drive. THE LAWS OF PHYSICS STILL APPLY! All those fancy  
doodads in your car may help you go faster, but the coefficient of friction between you and the 
ground is lower. Slow down and leave more space between your vehicle and the one in front of 
you. Consider how many months the body shop will take to repair your car—a lot longer than the 
added time it takes to arrive safely at your destination. Besides, a crash is a lousy way to change 
someone’s life. Buy them a present they want instead. Leave home 10 minutes earlier. (it is  
considered an unsecured load and you can be ticketed). As to scraping your windows clean: you 
wouldn’t have bought the vehicle without windows, why are you driving it with windows covered  
with ice and snow? Driving your child to school while you can only see out of a small space in the 
windshield cleared off? Consider the risk that you are putting your child at, as well as the safety of 
every other child in the school and on the roadway. Plan your morning a little bit better—10 
minutes or less is all that it takes to be considerate of other road users.  
 
Sharing some Joy from our Home to Yours! 
Yes, the rumours are true: the Fairbairn family has new furry member—a dog (puppy, actually….a 
large one)! We are totally enjoying her presence in our lives. Thanks to the efforts of Twin  
Meadows Animal Rescue Society, our home is busier, happier and funnier! Squeaky toys, torn 
blankets and pillows, random dog toys, and…a vehicle large enough to transport a dog in (how 
much does pet ownership cost, you ask?). We’d love for you to say hi if you see us out and about! 
Now…spread joy, keep warm and enjoy the season: snow blow your neighbour’s berm, shovel 
their front step, enjoy the Christmas lights and decorations, wear a toque, take out your snow 
shoes…just do what makes you—and others—smile! 

Mayor Steve 

mailto:events@elkford.ca
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Congratulations to the Elkford Secondary School Junior Boys and Senior Boys Volleyball Teams for 
their outstanding performances at the Junior Boys East Kootenays and Senior Boys Single A  
Kootenay Zones Championships—both hosted right here at home in the Hugh Twa Memorial Gym. 
Both teams played with exceptional skill, passion, sportsmanship, and Celtic pride, representing  
Elkford in the most inspiring way. 
  A huge thank you goes out to all the supporters who helped make this season such a tremendous 
success. Coaches Tate Clarkson, Kaelin Walgren, and Darrin Cook have been invaluable to our  
athletes, we are also grateful for the parents, ESS Athletic Director Devan Sanford, the ESS staff, and  
our SD5 bus drivers for their unwavering support. And, of course, a special shout-out to our dedicated 
fans—those who cheered passionately from the stands and those who tuned in via live stream. Your 
energy and enthusiasm have been felt by every player, and we are beyond grateful to share this  
exciting journey with you. 
  We are thrilled to announce that the Senior Boys Volleyball Team has earned the opportunity to 
represent the Kootenays at the BC School Sports Single A Provincial Volleyball Championship for a  
second year in a row. This year hosted in Abbotsford, happening November 27–30. This is a huge 
achievement, and the team is beyond excited to show the big city schools what our small corner of  
the province has to offer! 
   As we prepare for Provincials, we will be launching fundraising efforts to help offset the significant 
costs of sending our 11 enthusiastic athletes and one proud coach to Abbotsford. We appreciate any 
support the community can provide as we continue swinging for success at the provincial level! 
   Stay tuned for updates and thank you again for your ongoing support! 
 

 

                
 
  Pictured on the left JR East Kootenay Champions: Coach Tate Clarkson, Xavier Haviland, Andrew 
Rust, Boston Olsen, Kavan Cook, Liam Hurley, Assistant Coach Darrin Cook, Jared Welsh, Evan 
Newlove, John Welsh, Paul Gagnon, Ben Chamberlain, Martin Li, and Sawyer Clarkson.  
 
  Pictured on the Right SR Kootenay Zone Champions: Assistant Coach Kaelin Walgren,  
Cole Tennant, Nicholas Gagnon, Ronan Cook, Brayden Smith, Andrew Rust, Boston Olsen, Lindi 
Clarkson, Liam Hurley, Coach Darrin Cook, Sawyer Clarkson, Brendan Arthur and Ben Chamberlain. 

ESS Celtics Volleyball 
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Celtic Athletics  

As the High School Volleyball Season at Elkford Secondary School draws to a close, we want to 
extend our heartfelt thanks to our dedicated community fans, both near and far, for your unwavering 
support and enthusiasm. This year, ESS proudly fielded 7 competitive teams, each showcasing  
incredible athleticism, skill, dedication, and Celtic Spirit—both on and off the court. Our teams  
included the Grade 7 Girls, Bantam Boys and Girls, Junior Boys and Girls, and Senior Boys and 
Girls. 
   Each team played with passion and pride, competing in tournaments across the East and West 
Kootenays, as well as in the Pass. Your support helped fuel their performances, and we couldn't be 
more grateful. 
  A special shout-out goes to our amazing school and community volunteers who went above and 
beyond to assist with hosting visiting teams for league games and tournaments. Your contributions 
ensured that we had the resources and support to succeed throughout the season.Thank you for 
being a part of our volleyball journey, and for helping make this season one to remember! 

Thank You Coaches! 
We Dig You! 

 
Thomas Skelton,  

Jamie Paton,  
Rebecca Bauer, 
Mike Haviland,  

Thorsten Haviland, 
Brendan Arthur,  

Bryanna Johnston, 
Milissa Fitzgerald, 
Erick Canlas, Luke 
Johnston, Shelby 

Wurmlinger, Taeler 
Kniert, Dustin  
Murray, Kaelin 

Walgren and Darrin 
Cook 
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Grade 7 Girls                                                              Bantam Girls                                                                 Bantam Boys                

      Junior Girls                                                                  Junior Boys                                       

   Senior Girls                                                                  Senior Boys                                          

   -submitted by Jennifer Gernon 
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Elk Valley Hospice 
250-423-4453 Ext. 309 

 
Elk Valley Safe Homes 

Women’s Shelter & Helpline 
250-946-6004 

 
Elkford Women's Task Force 

250-865-2031 
 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-433-6353 
 

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
Critical Incident Emergency Contact 

250-423-4226 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Elkford 

Focus is the 20th of each month.  

Please email your classified ads to info@elkfordlibrary.org 

and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming event, 

please put coming event in the subject line. 

Did we mention that classified ads are free? 
Short descriptive ads, 

no more than 50 words. 
 

If you wish to add a picture, then we charge you our  
regular ad rates (see below). 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective January 1, 2017 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  7.00                                       $12.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $15.00                                       $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $20.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $25.00                                     $80.00 

Elkford Trails Alliance 
Join us for guided showshoe hikes & fatbike throughout 
the winter. Follow us on FB & IG for meeting dates, 
times and locations. Snowshoes available for seasonal 
rental contract.  
info@elkfordtrailsalliance.ca  
 
Passport and ID Photos  
Call Katherine at 250-665-8005. katherinerussell.ca 
 

Elkford Food Bank 

If you need assistance from the Food Bank, or you know 
somebody who does, please call 250-910-7088 and 
leave a message along with a return number. Your call 
will be returned at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Elkford Lions Club 

Come join us - everyone welcome. Contact us at  

elkfordlions@gmail.com for current information. 

 

Any Lengths Group AA meetings 

For current information contact Betty-Ann S. 
250-433-6510 
 

Beginner Yoga (Fundraiser) December 9th and January 
26

th
 at 6:30 pm in the library. Bring your mat and pay what 

you can to support the library. 
 

Tech Fridays December 13
th
, January 10

th
 & 24

4h
 2 to 4 

pm in the library. 
 

Writing Club December 13
st
 & January 17

th
 at 6:30 pm in 

the library. 
 

Family Board Game Day at the library December 14
th 

 & 
January 25

th 
 from 1 to 3 pm. 

 

Santa Visit - Tales for Tots  December 14
th 

 at 11:30 am 
to 12:30 pm at the library. 
 

All-Levels Yoga (Fundraiser) December 18
th
 & January 

29th at 6:30 pm in the library. Bring your own mat. 
 

Book Club December 19
th
 & January

  
30

th
 at 6:30 pm in 

the library. 
 

Millennial & Gen X Board Game Night December 20
th 

 & 
January 31

st 
 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the library. 

 

Christmas Day December 25
th
. 

 

Boxing Day December 26
th
. 

 

Christmas Break Art Camp Monday December 30
th 

 & 
Friday January 3

rd 
 from 9 am to 4 pm.  

Visit www.katherinerussell.ca to register. 
 

LEGO Day January 24
th 

 from 1 to 3 pm at the library.  
 

Elkford Public Library Regular Board Meeting 

January 28
th
 at 6:30 pm in the library. All are welcome. 

Share your pictures of  

Elkford events in the Focus 

We’d love to see photos and  
news about sports teams, school events, happenings or 

celebrations on these pages. 
 

Email to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Or call us at 250-865-2912 

Thank you for saving resources! 
Pass this paper on for 
more people to enjoy! 

Coming Events 

http://www.katherinerussell.ca
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