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Early October’s night skies stirred up quite a buzz throughout the community with a dazzling display 
of the northern lights. 

Continued on page 9. 

Northern Lights Sensation 

Photo submitted by Cindy Munn 



2 

 

Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome 
your submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas 
and opinions to info@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible 
copy to the library. The Elkford Focus, Board and staff of the 
library do not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the 
right to edit or refuse to print submissions due to legality, 
length, religious or political reasons, good taste, or 
discriminating beliefs. The Focus is published on the web and 
may be accessed and searched by anyone. We are not 
responsible for any unauthorized use of submitted information. 
Copyright of all material remains with the author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 

ATCO 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Chevron 
Esso 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Kootenay Market 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 

Check out LinkedIn Learning to upgrade or learn 
professional skills in a variety of categories.  
 

Courses are free with your library card! Go to the 
library website and navigate from our menu. 

 
 
 
 
 

Free Wi-Fi at the library. Select Public Library - Guest, 
password #Reading101! (include the exclamation mark). 

Learn something new! 
All you need is a library card. 

Questions: info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

 
Contact us at the library: 

250-865-2912  
 

Send us an email: 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Website: 
http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

 

Find us on Facebook: 
Elkford Public Library 

 

Hours: 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Thursday and Friday 11:30 am - 6:00 pm  
Saturday 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm 

 

Elkford Public Library 
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Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 

Sunlight is an essential ingredient for a healthy lifestyle, but many of us don't get the amount of daylight we need to 
experience its benefits. HappyLight® Luxe LED light therapy lamp mimics sunlight using full spectrum light to  
enhance mood, energy, sleep, and focus. 
 

Want to try it out? Borrow a lamp from the Elkford Public Library! 
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Elkford Search and Rescue’s Fall Recruiting Drive 

Elkford Search and Rescue (Elkford SAR to our friends) is launching a recruiting 
drive in November. 
   We are a dedicated, professional volunteer team, trained to the high standards set 
by the Province of BC, prepared to promptly respond to critical incidents. We  
respond to calls for assistance from the ambulance service (if a person is injured but 
at a remote location), and from the RCMP in the case of lost persons. 
 
   You might be a good fit for Elkford SAR if some or all of these things appeal to 
you: 

You want to learn backcountry skills or you already have backcountry  
 experience. 
 
You want to be a part of a fun-loving team. 
 
You like the idea of spending all night in the woods providing first aid to an  
 injured person while you wait for a helicopter. 
 
You are not interested in getting out in the bush, but have a knack for  
 administration, bookkeeping, communication, or information technology. 

(There’s always a group supporting the teams in the field.) 
 
You want to help people in need. 
 

   Our new members will go through a training process that covers search methods, 
tracking, map reading, and wilderness survival. Training will be two or three times a 
month, in the evenings, spread out over about a year. We know that many Elkford 
residents work shifts, so the training schedule will be designed to work around  
everybody’s shift schedule.  
   It won’t take the full year to start getting involved. Once the first few stages of 
training have been completed, our new members will be invited to join the rest of the 
team in regular practices and on call-outs. 
   Look for us at Moonlight Madness on November 22

nd
, where you can talk to some 

of our members and learn more about us. Or you can send us an email at  
recruiting@elkfordsar.org.  
 

   - submitted by Kevin Atherton 

mailto:recruiting@elkfordsar.org
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Well, this autumn season continues to be one of excitement and thrills around every corner! And, 
what a wonderful fall it has been! 
 
   First, I am excited to share that the District of Elkford has a new Chief Administrative Officer, and 
I’d like to introduce him! Welcome to Jeff McConnell, a big fan of Bruce Springsteen and a bigger 
fan of the Elk Valley and more specifically—of Elkford! Jeff is currently the Director of Corporate 
Administration with the City of Fernie, and originally hails from Manitoba where he spent time as a 
managing partner in a law firm. Jeff’s call to local government came to him while serving several 
years as an elected official—both Councillor and Mayor—for his hometown of Virden. He also 
served as a Director for the Association of Manitoba Municipalities (Manitoba’s version of our 
UBCM) and has sat as a Director with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM). 
 
   About six years ago, Jeff found his way to the Elk Valley as the Director of Corporate  
Administration with the City of Fernie and is now making the move to join us in Elkford in his 
dream job of Chief Administrative Officer! An innovative thinker, Jeff is a thoughtful, empowering 
leader who has decades of experience to draw on and a desire to cultivate a workplace of trust, 
top performance and creativity. We look forward to working with him starting at the beginning of  
November! 
 
   In other staffing news, I bittersweetly share with you the news of the departure of Jeremy  
Johnston, our Director of Planning and Development Services. While I am excited for him as he 
moves on to an exciting new chapter, we are certainly sad to see such a great team member go.  
 
   It would take a very long time to list the scope of changes that Jeremy has helped drive for  
Elkford—the overhauling and modernization of development-related bylaws, the Official  
Community Plan rewrite, the Trails Master Plan and of course the Downtown Revitalization Plan, 
which has led to the major housing development that has been awarded through the BC Builds 
program. These are just a few of the projects that Jeremy steered, sculpted and kiln-fired for us 
during his time here. 
 
   Director Johnston has left a legacy of growth and development in the District of Elkford. I thank 
him for his skills and dedication to us, and I wish him every success in his new chapter. I feel truly 
lucky to have experienced his work, his style and his leadership over the last few years.  
On other fronts, before Mother Nature treated us with snow, we got the paving around the  
Childcare Centre and the old tennis courts done, as well as pothole patching around town. Calling  
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Elkford Project Society Annual General Meeting 
 

The Elkford Project Society Annual General Meeting will be held  
Thursday, November 21

st
 at the Elkford Secondary School Library at 

6:30 pm.  
   If you are interested in what we do we would love to see you there!  
   Some of the local clubs we have helped out in the past such as the 
Elkford Ski Hill, Elkford Cross Country Club, Elk Valley Minor Hockey, 
Elkford Figure Skating Club, Elkford Minor Ball Club, Elkford Soccer 
Club, Rocky Mountain Elementary School, Elkford Secondary School, 
Mountain Medows Golf Club as well as many, many others.  
   All welcome! 
   - submitted by Terry Vandale 

all pickleball players (and the aspiring ones, too): look forward to pickleball markings in the tennis 
courts in the spring! 
 
   In preparation for the fluffy white stuff, please don’t forget about the winter parking rules. No  
on-street parking between the hours of 6 a.m. and 4 p.m. from November 1 to March 31. This  
allows our awesome Public Works crew the space they need to do their job! Snow removal is top 
notch in Elkford, and we want to keep it that way, so we ask you to do your part so we can do 
ours! 
 
   Winter tires on, winter boots fitted, toques on the shelf, winter jackets hung, snow shovels at the 
ready, snowblowers fueled up and tested, on your marks, get set…and…happy November,  
everyone! 
 
   Until next time… 

Mayor Steve     

(Left to Right) Maggie Milas, Alison Seward, Courtney Seeger, Sharon Villemaire, 
Kelli Matthews, Lisa Klix, Cindy Li, Stephanie Kozier, and Leanne Ayres. 

The Elkford Public Library's Paint Night was an enjoyable and relaxing event where participants, 
under the guidance of an instructor, explored different techniques and expressed themselves 

through painting sunflowers. 
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Continued from front page. 

Photo submitted by Mikayla Welsh. 

Photo submitted by Colleen Welter-Gavey. 

Photo submitted by Jennifer Welsh. 

Photo submitted by Jennifer Welsh. 

Photo submitted by  
Jennifer Welsh. 

Photo submitted by Relda  
Unrau Akkerman. 

Here are some stunning photos of different perspectives of the northern lights which were captured 
in the last month around the Elk Valley and beyond by some of our community members.  Thank 
you to all who submitted a photo! 
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November 1st & 22nd 
2 to 4 pm 

Please note that supervision is not 
provided; adults are responsible 

for supervising their children. 

November 29
th 

6:30 to 8:30 pm 

Beginner November 8th 
All-Levels November 18th 

6:30 to 7:30 pm 
 

Bring your yoga mat to the library for a beginner-friendly 
vinyasa flow class! Pay what you can to support the library. 

November 23
rd

, 1 to 3 pm 
 

This event is for all ages. Children under 12 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
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Need tech help? 
Bring your device and your questions! 

 

November 1st, 15th, & 29th 
from 12 to 4 pm 

November 14
th

 
6:30 to 8 pm 

 
Come join us for a casual fun night of 
writing prompts, exercises, share your 
work and get feedback. 

November 7
th

&14
th 

 

Join us for a parent & tot story time from 
10:30 to 11 am Thursday mornings! 

Next Book 
Looking for Jane 

by Heather Marshall 

November 7
th

 
at 6:30 pm  
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Elk Valley Hospice 
250-423-4453 Ext. 309 

 
Elk Valley Safe Homes 

Women’s Shelter & Helpline 
250-946-6004 

 
Elkford Women's Task Force 

250-865-2031 
 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-433-6353 
 

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
Critical Incident Emergency Contact 

250-423-4226 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the Elkford 

Focus is the 20th of each month.  

Please email your classified ads to info@elkfordlibrary.org 

and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming event, 

please put coming event in the subject line. 

Did we mention that classified ads are free? 
Short descriptive ads, 

no more than 50 words. 
 

If you wish to add a picture, then we charge you our reg-
ular ad rates (see below). 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective January 1, 2017 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  7.00                                       $12.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $15.00                                       $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $20.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $25.00                                     $80.00 

Elkford Trails Alliance 
Interested in trail building? Meet at the ETA seacan 
every Monday at 6 pm to work on the new Boivin Loop 
trail. All welcome.  
 
Tuesday evening group hikes & Wednesday evening 
mountain bike rides continue until the snow flies.  
Follow us on FB or IG for meeting locations. 
 
Passport and ID Photos  
Call Katherine at 250-665-8005. katherinerussell.ca 
 

Elkford Food Bank 

If you need assistance from the Food Bank, or you know 
somebody who does, please call 250-910-7088 and 
leave a message along with a return number. Your call 
will be returned at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Elkford Lions Club 

Come join us - everyone welcome. Contact us at  

elkfordlions@gmail.com for current information. 

 

Any Lengths Group AA meetings 

For current information contact Betty-Ann S. 

250-433-6510 
 

Art Camp on NI Fridays  

November 1st & 22nd. Register at katherinerussell.ca 

 

Tech Fridays November 1st, 15th, & 29th from 12 to 4 pm at the 
library. 

 

Fernie Ghostriders Hockey Home Games November 2nd, 8th, 
23rd & 30th  from 7 to 9:30 pm at the Fernie Memorial Arena.  

 

Yoga Fundraiser at the library November 8th & 18th from 6:30 to 
7:30 pm. Bring your mat and pay what you can to support the 
library. 

 

Fernie Ski & Board Film Fest celebrates the upcoming winter 
season and will be live at the Knox on 2nd on Saturday, 
November 9th.  

 

Remembrance Day November 11th. 

 

Writing Club November 14th at 6:30 pm at the library. 

 

Glass Mosaic Workshop (Adults) 

November 15th & 22nd. Register at elkfordarts.ca 

 

Moonlight Madness November 22nd at the Elkford Community 
Conference Center from 4 to 8 pm. 

 

Family Board Game Day at the library, November 23rd from 1 to 
3 pm. 

 

Elkford Public Library Regular Board Meeting 

November 26th at 6:30 pm in the library. All are welcome. 

 

Millennial & Gen X Board Game Night  November 29th from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm at the library. 

Share your pictures of  

Elkford events in the Focus 

We’d love to see photos and  
news about sports teams, school events, happenings or 

celebrations on these pages. 
 

Email to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Or call us at 250-865-2912 

Thank you for saving resources! 
Pass this paper on for 
more people to enjoy! 

Coming Events 
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Season’s Greetings 
 

It’s time to submit your Season’s Greetings for the December issue of the Elkford Focus.  
 

We are offering colour 2” x 3 1/2” Season’s Greetings for $12.00 each. 
 

Get your order in early. Limited space is available. Drop this form off at the library with your 
payment, or mail to: 
 

Elkford Focus 
c/o Elkford Public Library 
Box 280 
Elkford, BC 
V0B 1H0 

 

The deadline for Christmas Greetings is November 20
th
. 

 

For more information, contact us at 250-865-2912 or at info@elkfordlibrary.org 
 

Other greeting sizes are available at regular advertising rates. 

 
Name/Business: __________________________________ 
 
Contact: _________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________ Email: _______________________ 
 
Which Greeting would you like?  
 
___Season’s Greetings 
 
___Merry Christmas 
 
___Happy Holidays  
 
___Your own greeting:_______________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
If you would like your logo included, please send a digital copy to info@elkfordlibrary.org. 
Make cheques payable to Elkford Public Library. 


