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The Fire Department Open House & BBQ was an informative fire safety success! The community 
learned about fire safety and participated in fun events. In the photo, Evelyn is suited up in bunker 
gear, standing alongside one of our Elkford Fire Fighters, A. Brunovas.  

P
h
o
to

 s
u
b
m

it
te

d
 b

y
 C

o
lle

e
n

 W
e
lt
e
r-

G
a
v
e

y
. 

Continued on page 17. 

Fire Department Open House & BBQ 
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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome your 
submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas and 
opinions to info@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible copy to 
the library. The Elkford Focus, Board and staff of the library do 
not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the right to edit 
or refuse to print submissions due to legality, length, religious or 
political reasons, good taste, or discriminating beliefs. The 
Focus is published on the web and may be accessed and 
searched by anyone. We are not responsible for any 
unauthorized use of submitted information. Copyright of all 
material remains with the author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 

ATCO 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Fas Gas 
Esso 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Kootenay Market 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 

Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 

 

 
Contact us at the library: 

250-865-2912  
 

Send us an email: 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Website: 
http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

 

Find us on Facebook: 
Elkford Public Library 

 

Hours: 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Thursday and Friday 11:30 am - 6:00 pm  
Saturday 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm 

 

Elkford Public Library 

 
 
 
 
 

Free Wi-Fi at the library. Select Public Library - Guest, 
password #Reading101! (include the exclamation mark). 
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Check out LinkedIn Learning to upgrade or learn 
professional skills in a variety of categories.  
 

Courses are free with your library card! Go to the 
library website and navigate from our menu. 

Learn something new! 
All you need is a library card. 

Questions: info@elkfordlibrary.org 
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Sunlight is an essential ingredient for a healthy lifestyle, but many of us don't get the amount of daylight we need to 
experience its benefits. HappyLight

®
 Luxe LED light therapy lamp mimics sunlight using full spectrum light to  

enhance mood, energy, sleep, and focus. 
 

Want to try it out? Borrow a lamp from the Elkford Public Library! 

Borrow a Radon Detection Kit from the Library 
 

Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer in Canada and is responsible 
for as many as 16% of lung cancer deaths.   

 

We have one Corentium Home model radon detector which is about the 
size of a mobile phone, and has a digital display which produces readings 
in about an hour. The device needs at least 7 days for highest accuracy. 
You can borrow it for up to 28 days. The Radon Detection Library Lending 
Program is provided free through support from Health Canada, the BC 
Lung Association, Simon Fraser University, and Airthings. 
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Happy autumn, Elkfordians! And what a spectacular fall season we’ve been treated to this year! 

 
One-Year Anniversary 
   Your council (Shawna Bryant, Duncan McDonald, Jason Meldrum, Tathlina Lovlin, Len Gostick 
and Bert Schalekamp) and I have been at work for one full trip around the sun now. This amounts 
to 25 regular council meetings, about 20 in-camera council meetings, a few Committee-of-the-
Whole meetings, one complete cycle of financial planning and strategic planning (both of which 
are about to start again, by the way), one Association of Kootenay and Boundary Local  
Governments Annual General Meeting, one Union of BC Municipalities Convention, one  
Federation of Canadian Municipalities Convention, one Regional District of East Kootenay  
Regional Governance Forum and one Local Government Leadership Academy Newly Elected  
Officials’ training session. That’s a few hours on-task, for sure.  
   Let me be the first to congratulate Elkford’s council on a job well done—collegially and  
respectfully—while remaining open to new information and different approaches to solving the  
issues that the District of Elkford faces going forward. Even though we sometimes face  
contentious issues and very difficult decisions, we can still laugh with each other. 

 
Solid Waste 
   So far in 2023, Elkford is sending fewer tonnes of solid waste to the central landfill than we did 
last year. To me, this indicates that we are diverting a larger share of our waste into the recycling 
stream. Keep up the good work everyone!  
   Hunters, for what it’s worth: if you are dumping animal carcasses up some dirt road, remember 
that you are attracting bears to Elkford. Take the carcasses to the RDEK’s Elkford Transfer  
Station for proper disposal (note that carcasses must be bagged). 
 
Bears and Urban Wildlife 
   Those who don’t follow the rules are leading to the potential doubling of solid waste collection 
costs in Elkford. It’s complicated. Supply chain issues are but one component. Commercial bins 
(those big round black plastic things, the ones that look much like the grass clipping bins, that are 
supposed to be housed inside wildlife-resistant structures and closed and latched) at all the  
apartment buildings and businesses in town are one issue. Converting them to steel-lidded bins 
would require not only all-new bins, but the purchase of a new truck to haul their contents in. That 
is a massive cost that would be borne by each resident of Elkford. Especially those in apartments 
and commercial businesses! 
   Will that fix the problem? I doubt it. At least, not entirely. Individuals would still have to change 
their behaviour. Garbage put into bins properly; bins secured out of reach of animals (collection 
days will always present an unavoidable kink in the system) and bins themselves being properly 
secured when outside (again, impacted by collection day issues).  
   I send my gratitude to the Urban Wildlife Committee for their efforts to reduce human-wildlife 
conflict and help us move toward ways to coexist peacefully with wildlife in town. 
 
Downtown Core and Infrastructure Upgrades 
   Have you had a chance to check out the new improvements to our Downtown Core? The  
complete active transportation network is fantastic! Personally, I’ve been enjoying the new  
sidewalks and crosswalks downtown a lot already. My old (circa 1990s) urban bicycle has its  
winter tires on, and I’m ready for my third winter of bicycling to work, to the post office and to the 
mall.  
   Two great benefits of active transportation/bicycling around town are improving your fitness  
levels and putting less wear on your vehicle as temperatures get lower (okay, well, there’s really 
four benefits there in total if you include enjoying the community and reducing your carbon  
footprint). 

Mayor’s Musings 
Written by the Mayor of Elkford, Steve Fairbairn  
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Volunteers and Non-profit Societies 
   Volunteers are the reason why Elkford (and every town in Canada, really) has so many great 
things for residents to do. To all those who volunteer their time—either a few hours or many 
hours—your efforts add up. And we thank you! It would be a challenge to list all the many amazing 
groups and activities (both in and around town) that depend on volunteers to run, but they all 
share one thing in common: volunteering is not something we can leave for someone else to do. 
Step up, get involved. 
   Speaking of which, have you considered joining the fire department? Paid-on-call participation  
also has its rewards! Interested? Call the Elkford Fire Department at 250.865.4020 or email  
ecalla@elkford.ca. 
 

Until next time,  

Mayor Steve 

This is an excerpt of the monthly Mayor’s Musings available on the DoE website 
Scroll down to Mayor’s Musings at https://elkford.ca/news 

Shaggy Mane Mushroom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A shaggy mane (also known 
as shaggy ink) mushroom 
was found on the Upper  
Boivin section of the Elkford 
Nordic Club trail. Fall is the 
best time for spotting  
mushrooms, as the colder 
nights and shorter days  
encourage them to shoot up 
and spread their spores for 
reproduction. 
 
   - submitted by Jeff Gavey 
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This month there has been a focus on exploring the outdoor Elkford community, from active living 
activities to finding local sources of nutrition survival as well as giving back to the community. 
   Mr. Gulyas' PE students have been learning about renewable protein sources at Amanda  
Culver's farm. The class focussed on chickens and their eggs. Students learned that their families 
could have chickens in their backyards and the value of farm-fresh eggs over store-bought eggs. 
Students also saw other animals on the farm that produce food, such as cows, goats and bunnies. 
Students had the opportunity to pick their eggs and cook them over an open fire. 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   Students have also been helping in their community. PE students hiked into the local mountains 
and helped the Elkford Trails Alliance work on the "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle" trail network.  
Students started with raw ground, removed the top layer of soil and helped build an awesome new 
bike trail. Students showed tremendous grit and strength while working together to help build this 
local trail. Students were able to give back to their community and help support a local active living 
society through this stewardship and community-building adventure. 

Elkford Secondary School's PE Students Out and About in Their Community 
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   It was not all work and nutrition for these students; they were also able to use their local disc golf 
course and develop their survival skills. Students first began on the open fields at the school and 
then took their newly developed skills and abilities to their local Deerborne disc golf course.  
Moving deeper into the woods, students have also been outside, surviving. From building shelters 
to fires with flint and steel. This year's added challenge has been to build a survival fire "solo" with 
nothing but flint and steel.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
   Thank you to Amanda for opening your farm to this boisterous and respectful group. Thank you 
to the Elkford Trails Alliance for this stewardship opportunity to give back. Thank you to the Lions 
Club and the Elkford United Steel Workers for your transportation grant that allowed us to get to 
our farm and work site.  
   Great hustle!  
 
   - submitted by Andrew Gulyas  
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Need tech help?  
Bring your device and your questions! 

 

November 3
rd 

and 17
th

 from 1 to 4 pm 
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LEGO Day at the Library 
 
On non-instructional Fridays we provide LEGO and a space 
to build. A lot of fun was had at our last LEGO day on  
October 20

th
. Join us in November for our next one... come 

out and get creative! 

November 30
th

  
at 6:30 pm 

 
Between Two Moons  

by Aisha Abdel Gawad 

November 24th 
2 to 4 pm 

Please note that supervision is not 
provided; adults are responsible 

for supervising their children. 
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November 16th, 2023 
Contemporary fiction. Plot and outline for novel writing. 
 

December 14th, 2023 
Poetry. Setting for novel writing. 
 

January 18th, 2023 
Fantasy. Theme for novel writing. 
 

February 15th, 2023 
Romance. Character-building for novel writing. 
 

March 14th, 2023 
Historical fiction. Character dialogue for novel writing. 

Try it Yourself 

1. Timed automatic writing.  
The object is to write as much as possible for 10 minutes without censoring your writing. It can 
be in any genre of writing you wish.  

2. Writing prompt. 
Write two to three paragraphs that must include the four secret words placed somewhere in 
your writing. It can be a short story, memoir, poem, or any other genre of writing. 

SECRET WORDS: bottle, threw, nauseous, pirate 

How did you do?  
 

If you want to share your writing prompt exercise with us using the four secret words, send 
it to info@elkfordlibrary.org with the subject line “Writing Prompt Focus.” We may include 
it in a future issue of the Focus!   

 6:30 pm in the library 

In March we will be hosting a 
writing challenge! Keep your 
eyes on the Focus for more 

details. 
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One of the fun and educational 
events for the community was an 

opportunity to sit inside and take a 
tour of the fire truck. 

(Left) Jason Meldrum and Mayor Steve 
Fairbairn serve up the BBQ for the event. 

Photos submitted by Colleen Welter-Gavey. 

Onlookers watch while the Elkford Fire  
Department performs a vehicle extrication  
demonstration.  

Continued from front page. 
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Elk Valley Hospice 
250-423-4453 Ext. 309 

 
Elk Valley Safe Homes 

Women’s Shelter & Helpline 
250-946-6004 

 
Elkford Women's Task Force 

250-865-2031 
 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-433-6353 
 

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
Critical Incident Emergency Contact 

250-423-4226 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the 
Elkford Focus is the 20

th
 of each month.  

Please email your classified ads to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming 
event, please put coming event in the subject line. 

Did we mention that classified ads are free? 
Short descriptive ads, 

no more than 50 words. 
 

If you wish to add a picture, then we charge you our reg-
ular ad rates (see below). 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective January 1, 2017 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  7.00                                       $12.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $15.00                                       $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $20.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $25.00                                     $80.00 

Share your pictures of  

Elkford events in the Focus 

We’d love to see photos and  
news about sports teams, school events, happenings or 

celebrations on these pages. 
 

Email to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Or call us at 250-865-2912 

Elkford Trails Alliance  
Follow us on FB or IG for meeting places and times. 
www.elkfordtrails.com/eta 
 
Join the Elkford Trails Alliance for the AGM on 
November 8

th
 at 6:30 pm at Clarkson Contracting. We are 

looking to expand our Board! 
 
Fall Workshops at Katherine Russell Glass Studio 
Loads of new workshops for kids and adults at Katherine 
Russell Glass Studio this fall, check out 
www.katherinerussell.ca for all the info. 

 
Elkford Food Bank 

If you need assistance from the Food Bank, or you know 
somebody who does, please call 250-910-7088 and leave 
a message along with a return number. Your call will be 
returned at the earliest opportunity. 

 
Elkford Search and Rescue 

Practices held first and third Tuesdays at 7:00 pm at  

222 Alpine Way. Everyone welcome to attend. 

Please contact elkfordsearchandrescue@gmail.com for 
current information. 

 
Elkford Lions Club 

Come join us - everyone welcome. Contact us at  

elkfordlions@gmail.com for current information. 

 
Any Lengths Group AA meetings 
For current information contact Betty-Ann S. 

250-433-6510 

Sourdough 101 starts November 1st at 6:30 pm at the 
library. Registration required.  
 

Tech Fridays at the library. Bring your devices and 
questions on November 3

rd
 and 17

th
 from 1 to 4 pm.  

 

Climate Action Week November 4
th
 to 10

th
. Enter a draw 

at the library to win a copy of Saving Us by Katharine 
Hayhoe. 
 

Photo Contest Awards Ceremony at the multi-purpose 
room above the arena on November 7

th
. Doors open at 

6:30 pm and the presentation starts at 6:45 pm. 
 

John Vaillant: Our New Fire Weather author talk 
November 8th at 7:30 pm on Zoom. Registration required, 
see page 19. 
 

Remembrance Day November 11
th
. 

 

Writing Club at the library on Thursday, November 16
th
 

at 6:30 pm. Join other fellow writers and participate in 
writing exercises, share work, and get feedback. 
 

Moonlight Madness November 17
th  

from 4 to 8 pm. 
 

LEGO Day at the Library November 24
th
 from 2 to 4 pm. 

Please note we do not provide supervision for this 
program. 
 

Book Club at the library on November 30
th
 at 6:30 pm. 

Come to the library and pick up this month’s book, 
Between Two Moons by Aisha Abdel Gawad. 
 

Elkford Public Library Board Meeting at the library on 
November 28

th
 at 6:30 pm. All are welcome. 

Thank you for saving resources! 
Pass this paper on for 
more people to enjoy! 

Coming Events 

http://www.elkfordtrails.com/eta
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.katherinerussell.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd344bb50277443ccd0be08dbbadd5595%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638309232029283070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV
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Season’s Greetings 
 

It’s time to submit your Season’s Greetings for the December issue of the Elkford Focus.  
 

We are offering colour 2” x 3 1/2” Season’s Greetings for $12.00 each. 
 

Get your order in early. Limited space is available. Drop this form off at the library with your 
payment, or mail to: 
 

Elkford Focus 
c/o Elkford Public Library 
Box 280 
Elkford, BC 
V0B 1H0 

 

The deadline for Christmas Greetings is November 20
th
. 

 

For more information, contact us at 250-865-2912 or at info@elkfordlibrary.org 
 

Other greeting sizes are available at regular advertising rates. 

 
Name/Business: __________________________________ 
 
Contact: _________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________ Email: _______________________ 
 
Which Greeting would you like?  
 
___Season’s Greetings 
 
___Merry Christmas 
 
___Happy Holidays  
 
___Your own greeting:_______________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
If you would like your logo included, please send a digital copy to info@elkfordlibrary.org. 
Make cheques payable to Elkford Public Library. 


