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The Cartier family is very excited to be hosting the second year of their CarnEvil and yard haunt in 
Elkford.  
   It’s so important for us to thank all the wonderful volunteers who have graciously stepped up to 
help make this happen. There are many working parts to this event and it wouldn’t be possible  
without you all! We also want to note that students in the high school and grad class have also  
offered to help us. We will be accepting donations at the prize/trick or treating tent that will be going 
to the grad class. Please come show your support! 

Continued on page 8. 
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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome your 
submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas and 
opinions to info@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible copy to 
the library. The Elkford Focus, Board and staff of the library do 
not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the right to edit 
or refuse to print submissions due to legality, length, religious or 
political reasons, good taste, or discriminating beliefs. The 
Focus is published on the web and may be accessed and 
searched by anyone. We are not responsible for any 
unauthorized use of submitted information. Copyright of all 
material remains with the author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 

ATCO 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Fas Gas 
Esso 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Kootenay Market 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 

Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 

 

 
Contact us at the library: 

250-865-2912  
 

Send us an email: 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Website: 
http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

 

Find us on Facebook: 
Elkford Public Library 

 

Hours: 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Thursday and Friday 11:30 am - 6:00 pm  
Saturday 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm 

 

Elkford Public Library 

 
 
 
 
 

Free Wi-Fi at the library. Select Public Library - Guest, 
password #Reading101! (include the exclamation mark). 
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Check out LinkedIn Learning to upgrade or learn 
professional skills in a variety of categories.  
 

Courses are free with your library card! Go to the 
library website and navigate from our menu. 

Learn something new! 
All you need is a library card. 

Questions: info@elkfordlibrary.org 
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Dear Readers,  
 
Hi my name is Nahanni. And I think we need new school equipment for our playground. The 
school opened in 1982. It was a kindergarten to grade 8 school. Sometime around 2003 to 2004, 
they put the current playground equipment in. Sometime around 2016, they took the monkey bars 
out. Today our school is a Kindergarten to grade 6 school with 265 students. At recess we spend 
more time lined up for a turn on equipment then playing on it. Our wheel spinning thing is broken. 
And our zipline piece is also broken. And we are going to have more kids that like to play on the 
playground this year.  
  
As of this spring SD5 website has the ability to accept donations that qualify for tax receipts for 
those donations. The Pac is planning to start raising funds to buy new equipment. Please visit  
  

https://sd5.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/7028/213/false/true 
 
or for more information contact Rocky Mountain Elementary School  250-865-4625 
  
   -submitted by Nahanni Sutherland, age 9 

Borrow a Radon Detection Kit from the Library 
 

Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer in Canada and is responsible 
for as many as 16% of lung cancer deaths.   

 

We have one Corentium Home model radon detector which is about the 
size of a mobile phone, and has a digital display which produces readings 
in about an hour. The device needs at least 7 days for highest accuracy. 
You can borrow it for up to 28 days. The Radon Detection Library Lending 
Program is provided free through support from Health Canada, the BC 
Lung Association, Simon Fraser University, and Airthings. 

Fundraising for RMES Playground Upgrades 

https://sd5.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/7028/213/false/true
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Hello, Elkfordians! Well, summer’s glorious blue skies and 
warmth have once again suddenly shifted into autumn’s colours, 
cooler weather and (eventually) frosts. Good for the forest fire  
situation! 
 
Wildfire Safety Reminders 
   Speaking of that: although the area restriction around the 
Mount Bingay wildfire has been lifted, a friendly reminder that this 
doesn’t mean the wildfire is out or that travel in the area is totally 
without risk. Wildfires mean trees have been damaged, root  
systems weakened and who knows what changes have been 
made to the ground. For your safety, and the safety of  
firefighters, exercise caution in and around the area please! 
 
Celebrating Elkford’s Coal Mining Heritage 
   Teck Resources Ltd.’s Fording River Operations has recently 
celebrated a milestone anniversary. Lots of folks (heck, everyone 
in Elkford) can thank the mines in this area, the various  
companies and both their workers and their unions for 50+ years 
of stable, well-paid employment including benefits and retirement 

plans. Not every worker in Canada enjoys these types of working conditions. Whether or not you 
work “for the man,” you are working (and hopefully living) in Elkford because of coal mining. 
   Good work to Teck and the United Steelworkers Union for putting together such a well-attended 
and successful community event! A job well done. Yes, thanks to all who helped with the various 
celebration activities too, like live music at the Union Hall! Always a great thing to promote and  
enjoy. 
 
Power Outages 
   In other news: Telus Communications managed (with some prodding by very hard-working  
District of Elkford staff) to connect their emergency power generator in time for the BC Hydro 
planned power outage at the end of August. In any community, maintaining cellular access to 
emergency services (like 9-1-1) is critical—as is access to information in an emergency—and for 
more and more people, a landline is a thing of the past. 
   Let’s hope Hydro’s required upgrades will mean a more stable supply of electricity in Elkford  
going forward! 
 
Healthcare Advocacy Continues 
   We continue to advocate and engage in ongoing discussions with Interior Health and the  
Kootenay East Regional Health District for improvements to the model of healthcare provision in 
Elkford. We may have limited influence, but I feel that we’ve been very successful so far. Keep 
reading my musings for vague updates on this front. I remain hopefully excited about future 
changes to healthcare in Elkford! 
 
Community Improvements: Downtown Core Utilities Project and More! 
   Is there anyone in town who is not looking forward to the completion of the downtown paving 
and road improvements? I am excited to see the results of this project! The Elkford Housing  
Society’s Seniors’ Housing project building has also now progressed to groundbreaking, with a 
fenced hole. This, too, is exciting to see! 
   District of Elkford staff also continue to entertain discussions from developers and builders. The 
new Downtown Core Plan, adopted by council in 2021, has really helped us demonstrate our 
commitment to reasonable growth and flexibility of planning! 

Mayor’s Musings 
Written by the Mayor of Elkford, Steve Fairbairn  
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This is an excerpt of the monthly Mayor’s Musings available on the DoE website 
Scroll down to Mayor’s Musings at https://elkford.ca/news 

Engaging in Elkford 
   Fall doesn’t just herald back to school excitement, it’s also community sign-up time for fall  
programming! Fall program offerings include art to pickleball, swimming, skating and beyond! 
Even if you miss a deadline, you may still be able to sign up for an activity (if it has made the  
minimum number of registrants to run, and isn’t full, of course)—or offer to run an activity! The 
more things that people step up to offer as instructors, the more things we’re able to run and the 
more activities that will exist for different age and interest groups in Elkford. From plastic model 
building to HIIT classes, if someone doesn’t offer to teach it? It won’t run. 
   Mark your calendars for the upcoming ElkFORWARD Fall Fest on Tuesday, October 24, from 5 
to 8 p.m. too! You’re invited to join us for this family-friendly event to celebrate fall in Elkford and 
the update to our Official Community Plan. All are welcome! Learn more at www.elkford.ca/
elkforward. 
   Plenty of volunteer opportunities exist, as well! Check out opportunities to volunteer at the ski 
hill, golf course, ATV and Trails Alliance and Snowmobile clubs and the Elkford Fire Department 
(as a paid-on-call volunteer firefighter). To remain the vibrant community we know and love,  

Elkfordians need to be engaged with Elkford! 

 

Until next time, 

Mayor Steve 

http://www.elkford.ca/elkforward
http://www.elkford.ca/elkforward
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Continued from front page. 
 

We want to welcome everyone to join us on Aspen 
Cres on October 31

st
 from 5:30 to 10:00 pm.  

 
   A little bit about us and what you will find: 
Upon arriving we welcome everyone to stop at the 
prize tent to get your trick or treating goodie, from 
there we welcome you to try any or all of our six 
games (thanks to the wonderful bottle and can  
donations we were able to upgrade games to allow 
for more fun and more challenging options for the 
older kids). You will receive tickets at the games 
which you can exchange at the prize tent for some 
cool prizes. 
 
   We then invite those daring enough to go through 
the yard haunt. Please note those joining for the 
haunt there will be loud noises, low light, flashing 
light, and many frights.  
 
   But we can’t give away any more of our secrets 
from here, so we hope you come join us and help 
us make this the best year!  
 
   -submitted by Jennifer Cartier 
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We have new manga books at the library! We love a good book worm. In photo, Orion is checking out a batch of books to 
read from our new collection. 
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October 12th at 6:30 pm 
 

Have you been working on some writing?  
Bring your prose to share with fellow writers once a 

month and get friendly critique and inspiration. 
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Need tech help?  
Bring your device and your questions! 

 

October 6
th

 and 20
th

 from 1 to 4 pm 

October 20
th

 
2 to 4 pm 
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Elk Valley Hospice 
250-423-4453 Ext. 309 

 
Elk Valley Safe Homes 

Women’s Shelter & Helpline 
250-946-6004 

 
Elkford Women's Task Force 

250-865-2031 
 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-433-6353 
 

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
Critical Incident Emergency Contact 

250-423-4226 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the 
Elkford Focus is the 20

th
 of each month.  

Please email your classified ads to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming 
event, please put coming event in the subject line. 

Did we mention that classified ads are free? 
Short descriptive ads, 

no more than 50 words. 
 

If you wish to add a picture, then we charge 
you our regular ad rates (see below). 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective January 1, 2017 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  7.00                                       $12.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $15.00                                       $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $20.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $25.00                                     $80.00 

Share your pictures of  

Elkford events in the Focus 

We’d love to see photos and  
news about sports teams, school events, happenings or 

celebrations on these pages. 
 

Email to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Or call us at 250-865-2912 
 if you have questions. 

Elkford Trails Alliance  
Follow us on FB or IG for meeting places and times. 
www.elkfordtrails.com/eta 
 
ETA is also looking for a secretary and trail maintenance 
lead, contact us if you are interested!  

 
Fall Workshops at Katherine Russell Glass Studio 
Loads of new workshops for kids and adults at Katherine 
Russell Glass Studio this fall, check out 
www.katherinerussell.ca for all the info. 
 

Elkford Food Bank 

If you need assistance from the Food Bank, or you know 
somebody who does, please call 250-910-7088 and leave 
a message along with a return number. Your call will be 
returned at the earliest opportunity. 
 

Elkford Search and Rescue 

Practices held first and third Tuesdays at 7:00 pm at  

222 Alpine Way. Everyone welcome to attend. 

Please contact elkfordsearchandrescue@gmail.com for 
current information. 
 

Elkford Lions Club 

Come join us - everyone welcome. Contact us at  

elkfordlions@gmail.com for current information. 
 

Any Lengths Group AA meetings 

For current information contact Betty-Ann S. 
250-433-6510 

Tech Fridays at the library. Bring your devices and your 
questions October 6

th
 and 20

th
 from 1 to 4 pm.  

 

Thanksgiving Day October 9
th
. 

 

Writing Club at the library October 12
th
 at 6:30 pm. 

Have you been working on some writing? Bring your 
prose to share with fellow writers and get friendly critique 
and inspiration. 
 

Book Club at the library October 19
th
 at 6:30 pm. Come 

down to the library and pick up this month’s copy of the 
book Fable to read before our meeting. 
 

LEGO Day at the Library October 20th at 2 to 4 pm 

we will put out the LEGO so you can build.  
 

Elkford Fire Department Open House & BBQ October 
21

st
 11 am to 3 pm. 

 

Elkford Chamber of Commerce Business Awards Gala 
October 21

st
 at 5 pm to midnight. 

 

ElkFORWARD Fall Fest on October 24
th at 5 to 8 pm. 

 

Elkford Public Library Board Meeting at the library 
October 24

th
 at 6:30 pm. All are welcome. 

 

Sourdough 101 at the library starts November 1
st
 at 

6:30 pm to 7:30 pm. Registration required. 
 

Moonlight Madness November 17
th  

from 4 to 8 pm. 

Thank you for saving resources! 
Pass this paper on for 
more people to enjoy! 

Coming Events 

http://www.elkfordtrails.com/eta
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.katherinerussell.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd344bb50277443ccd0be08dbbadd5595%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638309232029283070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV
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