
focus@elkfordlibrary.org info@elkfordlibrary.org 

May 2023 
Volume 17 Issue 4 

This photo was taken on Sunday April 23
rd

, 2023 at approximately 10 pm just north of 
Greenhills on the old CNI road. The show was fantastic until the clouds rolled in. A  six 
second long exposure shows off the Northern Lights in all their glory. 
   Thank you Christie Hurley for sharing your photographic talent with the Focus. 

Sharing the Beauty of our Community 

Reminder: The Elkford Public Library has a photo 
contest that you can enter every fall. Start taking 
photos NOW! 
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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome your 
submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas and 
opinions to info@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible copy to 
the library. The Elkford Focus, Board and staff of the library do 
not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the right to edit 
or refuse to print submissions due to legality, length, religious or 
political reasons, good taste, or discriminating beliefs. The 
Focus is published on the web and may be accessed and 
searched by anyone. We are not responsible for any 
unauthorized use of submitted information. Copyright of all 
material remains with the author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 

ATCO 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Fas Gas 
Esso 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Kootenay Market 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 

Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 

 

 
Contact us at the library: 

250-865-2912  
 

Send us an email: 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Website: 
http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

 

Find us on Facebook: 
Elkford Public Library 

 

Hours:* 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Thursday and Friday 11:30 am - 6:00 pm  
Saturday 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm 

*Hours may vary due to COVID-19. 

Elkford Public Library 

 
 
 
 
 

Free Wi-Fi at the library. Select Public Library - Guest, 
password #Reading101! (include the exclamation mark). 
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Check out LinkedIn Learning to upgrade or learn 
professional skills in a variety of categories.  
 

Courses are free with your library card! Go to the 
library website and select the quick link to start. 

 

 

Looking for employment? 
 

Kootenay Employment Services  

will be in the multipurpose room  

on Wednesday May 3
rd

  

from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm. 
 

This will be the last time KES is coming 
to Elkford. 

 

For information or appointments,  

250-423-4204 

 https://www.workbc.ca/WorkBC-Centres/Kootenay/fernie.aspx 

 

If you want to borrow 
magazines, e-books, 
and audiobooks for your 
tablet or phone, 
download the free Libby 
app by OverDrive. 
 

On desktop? Visit 
libbyapp.com or click on the ‘Quick Link’ on 
the library homepage! 

https://www.workbc.ca/WorkBC-Centres/Kootenay/fernie.aspx


4 

 

Music is Alive in Elkford 
Although Home Routes concerts have been scarce for the past three years due to the pandemic and organizational 
woes, Elkford music fans have recently been able to enjoy live music with some local talent. Mel’s Kitchen 
celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with some in-house entertainment, and then on April 2

nd
 a close-to-capacity crowd 

enjoyed live music at the Mountain Meadows clubhouse featuring the same musicians. These three men are not 
strangers to the Elkford music scene, but by coming together they have created a cohesive, pleasing sound and 
deserve some fanfare.   

They appeared at the Mountain Meadows event as The Mike Leduc Trio but they are contemplating a name of 
their own choosing. The trio consists of three long time Elkford residents, Mike Leduc, Bill MacDonald, and Collin 
Vandersteen.  

Mike Leduc grew up in Elkford and taught himself to play the guitar after being inspired by Nirvana and other 
grunge bands in the 90’s. He also credits time spent jamming with local musicians to develop his talents. He is the 
lead vocalist of the group as well as a proficient guitarist. His tenor/baritone voice lends itself to convincingly cover 
musicians from multiple decades.  

Bill MacDonald is a talented musician in his own right and is well known for his versatile guitar playing and rock 
blues sound. He plays lead guitar for the trio and contributes back vocals to the group. 

To round up the trio, Collin Vandersteen provides percussion by tapping on a beat box drum, or cajon with his 
hands. He has been playing this instrument for about a decade and has learned to manipulate it to produce various 
sounds. This rectangular wooden box has snare gears and by slapping or tapping different parts of the box, drum 
sounds are created. This instrument works well in smaller venues.  

The audience at the Mountain Meadows concert were treated to two hours of fabulous acoustic sets of music 
originally recorded by artists including: Eric Clapton, Blind Melon, Van Morrison, Radiohead, and others. Both Mike 
and Bill also have some original tunes which could be included in a future playlist. The majority middle-aged 
audience showed their enjoyment by toe-tapping, clapping, and singing along. Some even found some floor space 
for dancing!   
What is next for this terrific trio? They will be participating in an event on Mother’s Day at the Union Hall in Elkford 
where the Elkford Lions Club is hosting a charity event. Various musicians will provide entertainment throughout 
the afternoon and evening. If you are already a fan of Mike, Bill, and Collin or you have not heard them yet, this will 
be the place to be on May 14

th
.    

 Something else to look forward to – the date has been set for the last Home Routes concert for the season at 
Mountain Meadows. It will be Tuesday May 23

rd
! Mark your calendar!  

--submitted by Gen Muller. Photo credit to Colleen Trozzo. 

Folk and Roots Concert May 23
rd

 
Mountain Meadows Golf Club is hosting their next show this month featuring TWO artists. Doors open at 7 pm  

Watch for news on who is performing and how to get your tickets. 
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Mayor’s Musings 
Written by the Mayor of Elkford, Steve Fairbairn 

 

Hello Elkfordians! 
As winter becomes spring, and we all head outside, here is an important safety reminder for you: 

please learn to walk facing traffic (except where there are sidewalks). It’s much safer to be aware of what 
is coming toward you. 
 

Downtown Core Utilities Project and Paving 
Mayor and council have approved a contract for the final major paving and underground services 

project for the next while (let’s hope 20+ years?). That’s right: Alpine Way, from Fording Drive to the ‘Red 
Light’ district as well as Fording Drive and Boivin Road will be a massive construction zone all summer 
long. 

Factor in the anticipated construction of the Seniors’ Housing Facility this summer - a project of the 
Elkford Housing Society - on Alpine Way, and you can expect an ACTIVE CONSTRUCTION ZONE. All 
summer. 

Detours will be in place. So, if you are in a hurry, if you are impatient, and if you can’t cope with traffic 
delays and rough roads, I recommend that you find another way 
to get where you want to go. 
 

Congratulations to our Citizen of the Year 
I’d also like to share a personal shout-out to Steve Wood, our 

2023 Citizen of the Year. You’ll likely see him cleaning up the 
ditches along Highway 43. Speaking of which… stop littering! 
 

Further Downtown Revitalization Thoughts 
On the topic of downtown revitalization, I’ve discovered various 

sources about how this topic has been an exciting issue since 
1979. Check out my full ‘musings’ on the DoE website below. 
Will Elkford be a growing population with social destinations like 
cafés, restaurants, and an up-market pub? Micro and pop-up 
shops? The development of Elkford as a recreational destination? 
The experts say that we have a municipal government in place 
that is facilitating ease of development, but what is lacking is ‘the 
first’ developer and a visionary entrepreneurial class. 
 

Solid Waste 
Rules, rules and more rules! All beyond our control. Recycle BC 

says no commercial recycling. Well, they’ve also said that this too 
could change for compostable products (restaurant and produce). 
Yellow bins: the cost to us through the RDEK for haulage of yellow bins will reach $500/tonne by 2024. 
This is up from $340/tonne due to poor market conditions, storage, and fuel costs. We pay less for solid 
waste haulage!  We get paid approximately $150/tonne for the materials coming out of the recycling 
depot at the Elkford Transfer Station, so remember to recycle what you can through the depot. 
 

Slash Piles 
Our fire department—the paid-on-call fire fighters—are continuing to deal with the 1,000+ slash piles 

remaining from the ‘interface fire treatment’ programs of the last few years. Having our folks deal with 
them ensures that we’ll get the remaining grant funding for wildfire prevention, AND that we’ll keep more 
of those dollars in town!  
 

Advocacy 
Staff and your mayor are continuing to knock on doors and host meetings with some fairly interested 

developers. Not only residential developers either… we’ve received inquiries from a few ‘light industrial’ 
companies looking for new locations for their businesses. Diversification does mean some changes, as 
does population growth. Where does the balance lie? 
Enjoy the sunshine and start of springtime, folks! 

Until next time,  
Mayor Steve 

This is an excerpt of the monthly Mayor’s Musings available on the DoE website 
Scroll down to Mayor’s Musings at https://www.elkford.ca/news 

1991 Mayor Steve on the catwalk at the ESS Grad 
Fashion Show fundraiser. Photo credit Wendy Ellis. 



7 

 

Talk to us about removing existing overdue fines. 

FINE-FREE 
The library is 

permanently! 

 D 
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All CHILDREN’S BOOKS  
on the cart inside the library  

window are 
  

Blast from the Past - 1983 

Some topics of concern, like our roads, never end. 
 

 

The RAGG was published from  
1980 to 1983 every second Thursday by 
Alan Elford. A year’s subscription cost 
$7.25. Other papers from our early 
community days were The Hooterville 
Squeak, The Elkford Bugle, and The Elk 
Valley Miner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 2023 Photo Contest theme will be 

Life in Elkford 
Categories include Daily Life, Hobbies, Holidays & Vacations, and Open. 

We hope you are taking pictures! 

You might notice changing faces at the Library! 
We are excited to welcome Chris to our staff at the library. You will see her sitting at 

Jeanette’s old desk behind the circulation area. She is taking over as a part-time Library 
Clerk now that Jeanette has retired. You will see a few other new staff in the library 

‘collection’ soon; Arlene is joining us as casual clerk and Annette will be running various 
library activities as the new program coordinator. 
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Random Thoughts from Father David 
 

of St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 

My Mum and Dad got married just as the Second World War broke out. Dad was in the army and was 
based near London, so Mum also stayed in London for the duration of the war. They hardly ever talked 
about those days, but what was clear was that after the war there was a big change in the society; new 
values and new appreciations came to the fore, like universal health care, a changed role for women and 
much more  – these were big changes. 

We haven’t been through a war, but Covid-19 was a really significant event in the life of our society.  
Certainly since the war we have not known anything like the restrictions and changes that came about 
because of Covid-19. And while our experience of Covid-19 is quite minor compared with those living in 
Europe during the last war, Covid did bring real suffering, and not just by those who were ill with the 
virus. During recent Christmases I remember so many grandparents saying, “forget any sort of present, 
all I want is a hug from my grandkids.” The people who felt alone and isolated, as well as people who 
had close relatives, or even good friends, and were not able to be there for them - all of these had a real 
experience of suffering. 

So I am left wondering how we as a society have changed after Covid-19, 
what we have learnt, what values we now see more clearly. I had hoped that 
we would recognise how much we need each other, and the importance of 
both the ‘essential services’ and so many other services we previously didn’t 
recognise as ‘essential’ – like those who stack our supermarket shelves. 

Societal change is not easy to bring about, and sometimes smaller 
changes aren’t easy to see, so I am just mulling over in my head how, post-
Covid-19, I myself have changed. Having been through this really odd time I 
wonder what I now value more, and if I might be a better me. 
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LEGO Days are Back! 
On non-instructional Fridays 

we put out the LEGO so you can  

BUILD 

May 19
th 

 

from 2 pm to 4 pm 

 

MANGA CLUB 

Love graphic novels and manga? 
Check out our new youth and teen 

manga club!  
 

Our next meeting will be 
 

May 4
th

 at 6:30 pm at the library. 
 

Read something new before each 
meeting and talk about it with fellow 

manga fans. 

D&D AT THE LIBRARY! 

Adventure awaits at our Dungeons and Dragons program!  
 

Saturday, May 27
th
 at 6:30 pm 

Young adults and adults are welcome regardless of experience.  
Register at info@elkfordlibrary.org or 250-865-2912. 

 
Missed the last session? No problem. Each session is a new adventure. 

 

The Elkford Public Library book club will meet 
 

Thursday, May 11
th

 at  
6:30 pm at the library 

 
to discuss The Good Liar by Catherine McKenzie. 

Book club will take a break for the summer and resume in the fall. Phone 250-865-2912 or 
email info@elkfordlibrary.org for more information. 
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Come read  
a new story every two 
weeks this spring and 

summer. 
 

Read a story? Let us know!  
Accurate statistics mean we can 

keep offering this program in future 
years. 

Story Walks 
Along Boivin Creek 

(Behind the Devonian Playground) 
 

 

 
https://getprepared.gc.ca/ 

 
Thank you to the RDEK, East Kootenay Emergency Management Program (EKEMP) for providing us with  

information and materials for Emergency Preparedness Week.   

 
The 2023 theme is  

Be Prepared. Know Your Risks.  
 

Visit the library for books and information on 
emergency preparedness.   

 

Learn how to prepare for emergencies in a   
variety of situations, e.g., if you live in an 

apartment, with pets, and more! 

Emergency Preparedness Week is May 7
th

 to 13
th

. 
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Coming Events 

Elk Valley Hospice 
250-423-4453 Ext. 309 

 
Elk Valley Safe Homes 

Women’s Shelter & Helpline 
250-946-6004 

 
Elkford Women's Task Force 

250-865-2031 
 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-433-6353 
 

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
Critical Incident Emergency Contact 

250-423-4226 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the 
Elkford Focus is the 20

th
 of each month.  

Please email your classified ads to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming 
event, please put coming event in the subject line. 

Did we mention that classified ads are free? 
Short descriptive ads, 

no more than 50 words. 
 

If you wish to add a picture, then we charge 
you our regular ad rates (see below). 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective January 1, 2017 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  7.00                                       $12.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $15.00                                       $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $20.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $25.00                                     $80.00 

Share your pictures of  

Elkford events in the Focus 

We’d love to see photos and  
news about sports teams, school events, happenings or 

celebrations on these pages. 
 

Email to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Or call us at 250-865-2912 
 if you have questions. 

Elkford Food Bank 

If you need assistance from the Food Bank, or you know 
somebody who does, please call 250-910-7088 and leave 
a message along with a return number. Your call will be 
returned at the earliest opportunity. 
 

Elkford Search and Rescue 

Practices held first and third Tuesdays at 7:00 pm at  

222 Alpine Way. Everyone welcome to attend. 

Please contact elkfordsearchandrescue@gmail.com for 
current information. 
 

Elkford Lions Club 

Come join us - everyone welcome. Contact us at  

elkfordlions@gmail.com for current information. 
 

Sketching in the Wild  
Art camps for ages 8-12 this Summer in Elkford! July 17

th
 

to 21
st
 & Aug 14

th
 to 18

th 
(9 am - 4 pm) More info: 

www.katherinerussell.ca 

 

Any Lengths Group AA meetings 

For current information contact Betty-Ann S. 

250-433-6510. 
 

Elkford Trails Alliance  
Join us for weekday evening short hikes and mountain 
bike rides beginning later in May. Follow us on FB or IG  
for meeting places and times. www.elkfordtrails.com/eta 
ETA is also looking for a secretary and trail maintenance 
lead, contact us if you are interested! 
elkfordtrailsalliance@outlook.com 

Manga Club at the library for youth and teens May 4
th
 at 

6:30 pm.  
 

Tech Help at the library on Friday May 5
th
 and 19

th
 from 

1 - 4 pm. Struggling with technology? Bring your device 
and your questions. 
 

Emergency Preparedness Week May 7
th
 to 13

th
. Visit 

the library for information and guides. 
 

Book Club at the library May 11
th
 at 6:30 pm.  

 

LEGO Day at the library May 19
th
 from 2 - 4 pm. 

 

Victoria Day is May 22
nd

.  
 

Dungeons & Dragons for young adults and adults at the 
library on May 27

th
 at 6:30 pm. 

 

Folk & Roots Concert at Mountain Meadows Golf 
Clubhouse on May 23

rd
. Doors open at 7 pm and concert 

with two performers at 8 pm. 
 

The Elkford Triathlon is open for registration. This 
year's event is being held on May 28

th
. For more 

information on this child-friendly event, please go to 
www.elkfordtri.ca. 
 

Elkford Public Library Board Meeting at the library 
May 30

th
 at 6:30 pm. All are welcome. 

 

Art Day-Camps May 5
th
 & June 2

nd
 at 9 - 4pm 

Week-long Art Camps July 17
th
 - 21

st
 and Aug 14

th
 - 18

th
 

At Katherine Russell Glass Studio, Elkford BC 
Register at www.katherinerussell.ca 

Thank you for saving resources! 
Pass this paper on for 
more people to enjoy! 

http://www.katherinerussell.ca
http://www.elkfordtrails.com/eta
mailto:elkfordtrailsalliance@outlook.com
http://www.katherinerussell.ca
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