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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome your 
submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas and 
opinions to info@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible copy to 
the library. The Elkford Focus, Board and staff of the library do 
not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the right to edit 
or refuse to print submissions due to legality, length, religious or 
political reasons, good taste, or discriminating beliefs. The 
Focus is published on the web and may be accessed and 
searched by anyone. We are not responsible for any 
unauthorized use of submitted information. Copyright of all 
material remains with the author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 

ATCO 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Fas Gas 
Esso 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Kootenay Market 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 

Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 

 

 
Contact us at the library: 

250-865-2912  
 

Send us an email: 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Website: 
http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

 

Find us on Facebook: 
Elkford Public Library 

 

Hours:* 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Thursday and Friday 11:30 am - 6:00 pm  
Saturday 12:30 pm - 5:00 pm 

*Hours may vary due to COVID-19. 

Elkford Public Library 

 
 
 
 
 

Free Wi-Fi at the library. Select Public Library - Guest, 
password #Reading101! (include the exclamation mark). 

 

Mountain Meadows 
Golf Course  

Annual General 
Meeting 

April 16 
@ 

11 am 
 

Memberships paid 
by this date will be 
entered to win their 

membership for 
free.  
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Check out LinkedIn Learning to upgrade or learn 
professional skills in a variety of categories.  
 

Courses are free with your library card! Go to the 
library website and select the quick link to start. 

 

Sunlight is an essential ingredient for a healthy lifestyle, but many of us don't get the amount of daylight we need to 
experience its benefits. HappyLight® Luxe LED light therapy lamp mimics sunlight using full spectrum light to enhance 
mood, energy, sleep, and focus. 
 

Want to try it out? Borrow a lamp from the Elkford Public Library! 
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Mayor’s Musings 
Written by the Mayor of Elkford, Steve Fairbairn 

 

Hello Elkfordians! Let’s cover some District of Elkford news! 
 

‘Tis the Season of Strategic Planning 
Your mayor and councillors have focused on reducing the number of projects facing staff so that we can better 
manage the ones already in front of us: paving, downtown core ‘vitalization,’ Boivin Creek corridor, the daycare, 
housing and the renewal of the Official Community Plan. Controlling costs as we move forward is a major driver in 
our decision-making process. 
 

Taxes and Budgeting 
We often hear: “Teck Resources should pay for this.” Currently, Teck Resources pays approximately 59 per cent of 
our property tax base. So, yes, they do pay for a lot of ‘this.’ $3.94 million if you want to know. Residential taxes 
bring in approximately 33 per cent of our taxes, or $2.19 million. 

   Your tax bill covers several ‘flow-through’ taxes that the DoE collects and then passes on to other ‘bodies’: the 
RCMP, hospital, RDEK, provincial school system, etc. It also includes utility charges, such as water, sewer, and 
solid waste. Those fees cover the day-to-day operational costs of providing these services to you. Parcel taxes 
create a ‘restricted reserve’ to cover replacement costs for capital assets of the District. 
 

Community and Recreation Parcel Tax –Why? 
So that we can provide sustainable community and recreation services through the parcel tax provisions of the 
Community Charter. This parcel tax will allow us to tax all properties within the municipality, including large major 
industrial sites, which otherwise, we are unable to collect from as they pay only what is required under the Elk Valley 
Property Tax Sharing Agreement in lieu of taxes (Yes, they are different!).  
 

Volunteers in Elkford 
A shout-out to the many people who keep activities in town going! The groomers with the Elkford Trails Alliance, 
Elkford Snowmobile Association and Elkford Nordic Ski Club. Wapiti Ski Club, thanks for getting the hill open! 
Elkford Minor Ball Association, Elkford Curling Club and even the golf course folks putting on the Home Routes 
concert series… and others! If we don’t step up, none of those great things will exist.  
 

Interface Fire Treatments 
Well, finally, after many delays and discussions, there will be slash piles being burned ‘in your backyard.’ Yes, true. 
The burning is being supervised by your local fire department. This is the final step in completing the grant 
requirements from the Union of BC Municipalities as part of our most current ‘interface fire prevention’ treatment 
program. 
 

Daycare Building and Opening 
May 2023 (if all the stars and supply chains align) will see the opening of the permanent home of the non-profit 
daycare facility in what we call the ‘old office’. As a result of the very hard work of our senior management staff, and 
the generosity of other levels of government and funding partners, the hope is for the entire cost of construction ($2 
million, give or take) to be covered by GRANT funding. Lease revenue is designed to cover the ongoing running 
costs of the structure. 
 

Elk Valley Resources 
Wow—Teck shedding of its coal division is massive news! History unfolds. I think it’s good for Elkford. Have I met 
with representatives of the new company? Yes. They’ve all been very positive and “valley-minded.” 
 

Paving 
The RFP has closed, and staff and council will be deliberating soon. Yes, having “rough road” signs down on Alpine 
Way is a really good idea.  
 

Housing 
Advocacy continues. We seem to have reached a stage in the process where “things are about to happen,” “we’ll be 
back with a solid proposal in two weeks,” and, “we are really interested and we’ll be approaching our funding 
partners.” I have signed a couple of letters of support for projects going through the Rapid Housing Initiative 
announced through the provincial government. Who knows? The future is a big place.  
   Yes, more retail and commercial space too! It’s a bit of “chicken and egg.” It’s also about residents keeping their 
paycheques in town and actually supporting small businesses. 
 

Healthcare 
Advocacy continues. Two full-time equivalent doctors are reported to start in July and an emergency department up 
to a year later (if it is opened again). The ventilator was removed from the clinic at the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic. It has not been returned… yet. 

Until next time,  
Mayor Steve 

 

This is an excerpt of the new monthly Mayor’s Musings available on the DoE website 
https://www.elkford.ca/news/mayors-musings-march-2023-steve-fairbairn-mayor-district-elkford 

https://www.elkford.ca/news/mayors-musings-february-2023-steve-fairbairn-mayor-district-elkford
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Talk to us about removing existing overdue fines. 

FINE-FREE 
The library is 

permanently! 

Blast from the Past 
 

Bob and Shirley Spreadbury were residents of Elkford  from 1971 - 2014. These photos are a fun ‘blast 
from the past’ of their contributions to the Focus over those years. Shirley Spreadbury passed 9 years 

ago. Bob recently died the day after turning 90 years old. Condolences to their family and many friends.  

Shirley and her pet skunk Pokey were in 
the Calgary Herald, 1959. This photo was 
shared to the Focus in 2014. 

Shirley and Bob’s wedding photo made the 
Focus commemorating their 50 year 
anniversary in 2007. 

In a 2011 Focus, Bob receives a 
lifetime membership from 
Mountain Meadows Golf Course. 

Bob’s love of statistics resulted in this fun look 
at Elkford’s snowfall data from 1999 to 2007. 



9 

 

 

Random Thoughts from Father David 
 

of St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 

Ten years ago, the house I lived in caught on fire. I wasn’t at home, so I had an hour’s drive 

before I found out just how bad the damage was. During that drive I started to think about what I 

had in the house, and what it would mean if I lost it all. Top of the list of things I hoped would still 

be there was my passport. Next was my shoebox with all my old photos in it – perhaps a couple 

of hundred pictures. Thankfully, while almost everything else was lost, somehow both my 

passport and these photos were saved. 

 That was ten years ago, and since then I have used my passport regularly, so I am really 

glad that was saved. In contrast, this week I was doing some tidying and I discovered my 

shoebox of photos and realised that in the ten years since the fire I have never found time to sit 

down and go through them. As I thought about this, I happened to look at my phone and saw that 

since the fire I have taken – on average – something like five photos 

each day and three videos each week. That is not a couple of 

hundred photos but nearer twenty thousand, plus hours and hours 

of video. If in ten years I don’t find time to look at just a couple of 

hundred photos, I know that I am never going to get around to 

looking at all the photos on my phone! 

 All the same, I am really glad that my shoebox of pictures 

wasn’t lost; like many other things, even if I very rarely get around to 

visiting them, I am still glad that they are there. 
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On Friday, March 10
th
, and Saturday, March 11

th
, the Elkford Skating Club held their annual ice 

show. This year’s theme was Broadway! Skaters took to the ice with popular songs from The Lion 
King, The Sound of Music, Hairspray, Cats, West Side Story, Chicago and more! 
         Both shows had the bleachers full of cheering fans! Our skaters had been working hard to  
practice these numbers, most starting to work on these routines in January, and some before the 
new year. We had fifty-five skaters participate in our ice show this year all the way from  
precanskate to senior star skate. We were thrilled with this number and especially how many new 
precan/canskaters joined our club this year. We hope to welcome many more new faces next 
year!  
       Thank you to the public for continuing to support our ice shows, the coaches for their hard work, 
all the parents working so diligently behind the scenes, and the skaters for giving it their all! What 
a wonderful season!  
 
   - submitted by Kenzie Karwandy 

A Theatrical Performance with the Elkford Skating Club! 
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The Elkford Public Library is 
looking for Trustees…. 

• Give back to your community. 
• Connect with other enthusiastic and knowledgeable 

people in Elkford. 
• Help ensure high-quality library services are available 

to Elkford residents. 
• Ensure a safe, free, public community space for all. 
• Gain professional knowledge and skills. 
• Professional development opportunities available. 

Trustees are elected and have rights and responsibilities per the Library Act.   
Our responsibilities include the following. 
 
• Represent the public interest in our library. 
• Attend regular Board meetings once per month (except summers).  
• As a team member, work to fulfill and guide the strategic direction of the library.  
• Review operational policies and support the library director. 
• Connect with your fellow Board members, library employees, local government, and the 

public.  

Information on library governance is available to all trustees. 

Board members keep  
the library operating! 

Benefits of Sitting on 
our Library Board 

We look forward to seeing you at our AGM in the  
library on April 25th at 6 pm.   

 

Everyone is welcome, please bring a friend! 
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LEGO Days are Back! 
On non-instructional Fridays 

we put out the LEGO so you can  

BUILD 

April 21
st 

May 19
th 

 

from 2 pm to 4 pm 

 

MANGA CLUB 

Love graphic novels and manga? 
Check out our new youth and teen 

manga club!  
 

Our first meeting will be 
 

April 6
th

 at 6:30 pm at the library. 
 

Read something new before each 
meeting and talk about it with fellow 

manga fans. 

 

 This year the library had 33 brave souls  

try our Blind Date with a Book event. 

 

Eighteen people put their name in for the prize draw. 

The winners were Jude Russell and Wanda Teron!  

 

We hope you enjoyed your blind dates and join us 
again next year! 

Jude enjoying his prize bag 
(photo credit to Katherine Russell) 
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D&D AT THE LIBRARY! 

Adventure awaits at our Dungeons and Dragons program!  

 
April 20th OR April 22nd at 6:30 pm 

Young adults and adults are welcome  
regardless of your experience. Register at  
info@elkfordlibrary.org or 250-865-2912 

 

The Elkford Public Library book club will meet 
 

Thursday, May 11
th

 at  
6:30 pm at the library 

 
to discuss The Good Liar by Catherine McKenzie 

Book club will take a break for the summer and resume in the fall. Phone 250-865-2912 or 
email info@elkfordlibrary.org for more information. 

REMINDER 
 

If you participated in the 2022 Photo Contest, your physical photos are available for 
pickup at the library. Please pick up your photos by April 30

th
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 2023 Photo Contest theme will be 

Life in Elkford 
Categories include Daily Life, Hobbies, Holidays & Vacations, and Open. 

We hope you are taking pictures! 



16 

 

Learn something new! 
All you need is a library card. 

Questions: info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Looking for 

employment? 
 

Kootenay Employment Services  

will be in the multipurpose room  

beside the library  

on the first Wednesday of each month  

from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm. 
 

For information or appointments,  

250-423-4204 

 https://www.workbc.ca/WorkBC-Centres/Kootenay/fernie.aspx 

 

All CHILDREN’S BOOKS  
on the cart inside the library  

window are 
  

https://www.workbc.ca/WorkBC-Centres/Kootenay/fernie.aspx
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Coming Events 

Elk Valley Hospice 
250-423-4453 Ext. 309 

 
Elk Valley Safe Homes 

Women’s Shelter & Helpline 
250-946-6004 

 
Elkford Women's Task Force 

250-865-2031 
 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-433-6353 
 

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
Critical Incident Emergency Contact 

250-423-4226 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the 
Elkford Focus is the 20

th
 of each month.  

Please email your classified ads to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming 
event, please put coming event in the subject line. 

Did we mention that classified ads are free? 
Short descriptive ads, 

no more than 50 words. 
 

If you wish to add a picture, then we charge 
you our regular ad rates (see below). 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective January 1, 2017 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  7.00                                       $12.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $15.00                                       $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $20.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $25.00                                     $80.00 

Share your pictures of  

Elkford events in the Focus 

We’d love to see photos and  
news about sports teams, school events, happenings or 

celebrations on these pages. 
 

Email to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Or call us at 250-865-2912 
 if you have questions. 

Elkford Food Bank 

If you need assistance from the Food Bank, or you know 
somebody who does, please call 250-910-7088 and leave 
a message along with a return number. Your call will be 
returned at the earliest opportunity. 
 

Elkford Search and Rescue 

Practices held first and third Tuesdays at 7:00 pm at  

222 Alpine Way. Everyone welcome to attend. 

Please contact elkfordsearchandrescue@gmail.com for 
current information. 
 

Elkford Lions Club 

Come join us - everyone welcome. Contact us at  

elkfordlions@gmail.com for current information. 

 

Sketching in the Wild  
Art camps for ages 8-12 this Summer in Elkford! July 17

th
 

to 21
st
 & Aug 14

th
 to 18

th 
(9am - 4pm) More info: 

www.katherinerussell.ca 
 

Elkford Art Studio 
Glass Mosaic workshop with Katherine Russell at the 
Elkford Art Studio April 15 & 25

th
, register at 

www.elkfordarts.ca  
 

Any Lengths Group AA meetings 

For current information contact Betty-Ann S. 

250-433-6510. 

Mike Leduc Trio concert at Mountain Meadows Golf 
Clubhouse on Sunday, April 2

nd
. Doors open at 6:30 pm, 

music starts at 7:30 pm.  
 

Manga Club at the library April 6
th
 at 6:30 pm. 

 

Good Friday April 7
th
. 

 

Easter Sunday April 9
th
. 

 

Mountain Meadows Golf Course Annual General 
Meeting at Mountain Meadows Golf Clubhouse April 16

th
 

at 11 am.  
 

Dungeons & Dragons at the library April 20
th
 and 22

nd
 

at 6:30 pm. See page15. 
 

LEGO Day at the library April 21
st
 from 2 - 4 pm. 

 

Elkford Public Library Annual General Meeting at the 
library April 25

th
 at 6 pm. All are welcome. 

 

Elkford Public Library Board Meeting at the library 
April 25

th
 at 6:30 pm. All are welcome. 

 

The Elkford Triathlon is now open for registration. This 
year's event is being held on May 28

th
. For more 

information on this child friendly event, please go to 
www.elkfordtri.ca. 
 

Folk & Roots Concert at Mountain Meadows Golf 
Clubhouse in May 2023. Stay tuned for more details.  

Do you have an idea about something you would 
like to see in the Focus? If so, let us know! 

Thank you for saving resources! 
Pass this paper on for 
more people to enjoy! 

http://www.katherinerussell.ca
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