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Seasons Greetings 

and a Happy New Year 

from the Board and staff at the library. 

 

We will be closed  

December 19th through January 3rd. 

See you on January 4th! 
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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome your 
submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas and 
opinions to info@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible copy to 
the Library. The Elkford Focus, Board and Staff of the Library do 
not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the right to edit 
or refuse to print submissions due to legality, length, religious or 
political reasons, good taste or discriminating beliefs. The Focus 
is published on the web and may be accessed and searched by 
anyone. We are not responsible for any unauthorized use of 
submitted information. Copyright of all material remains with the 
author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 

ATCO 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Fas Gas 
Esso 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Kootenay Market 
District of Elkford 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 
Elkford Drug Store 

Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 

 

 
Contact us at the library: 

250-865-2912  
 

Send us an email: 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Website: 
http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

 

Find us on Facebook: 
Elkford Public Library 

 

Hours:* 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Thursday and Friday 11:30 am - 5:30 pm  
Saturday 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm 

*Hours may vary due to COVID-19. 

Elkford Public Library 

Provincial and Federal News Links and Other Resources 

COVID-19 Provincial Support and Information  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support 

BC centre for Disease Control http://covid-19.bccdc.ca/ 

Interior Health https://www.interiorhealth.ca/Pages/default.aspx 

Government of Canada https://www.canada.ca/en.html 

Important Phone Numbers: 

1-888-COVID19 (1-888-268-4319). The line is for non-health COVID-19 information. 

811: For health-related information on COVID-19. 

211: Seniors looking for help (or volunteers willing to help), can call 211 or visit http://www.bc211.ca/  

Crisis Line: 1-888-353-2273 

Kids Help Phone: 1-800-668-6868 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support
http://covid-19.bccdc.ca/
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en.html
http://www.bc211.ca/
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Richard & Darlene Mosiondz 
In business since 1990 

4165 Highway 43 
PO Box 69 
Elkford,  BC V0B 

Phone: (250) 865-2236 
Cell:     (250) 489-8967 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know you can access our Wi-Fi from outside 
the library? Select Public Library - Guest, the 

password is #Reading101! (don’t forget the 
exclamation mark). 

 

Looking for employment?  

KES will be at the library the first Wednesday 

 of every month. Call to confirm 

250-423-4204 

 https://www.workbc.ca/WorkBC-Centres/Kootenay/

fernie.aspx 

Faye has a sleigh load of 
 

Christmas Gift Specials 
at  

Hair Eloquence 
 

Great Products 
Fabulous Values 
Lots of Selection 

Gift certificates available too! 
 
 

Call 250-865-7119 
Anytime before December 18th 

https://www.workbc.ca/WorkBC-Centres/Kootenay/fernie.aspx
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 Scan and print photos, slides, and negatives at the 

Elkford Public Library’s 

DIGITIZATION STATION 

PHOTO PRINTING:* 
 4×6”  
 5×7”   
 8.5×11”   
     *cash or cheque only 

   75¢ per print 
$1.00 per print 
$3.00 per print 

SCAN PHOTOS, NEGATIVES AND SLIDES: 
Save scans of photos, slides, or negatives to a 
digital file on your USB device or send them in an 
email. 

Scanning is FREE 

Bring your photos, phone, SD card, or thumb drive and learn how. 

Thank you to Teck Coal and the Columbia Basin Trust for funding this project. 
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Learn something new! 
All you need is a library card. 

Questions: info@elkfordlibrary.org 

Random Thoughts from Father David 

 of St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 

Increasingly I am wondering whether my memories from childhood are totally accurate or whether they 
have a bit of “this is how I want to remember things” mixed into them. This is especially true of memories of 
Christmas; my romanticized image of our joyous family Christmas lacks the detail of Mum getting upset 
when my sister, practicing her ballet dancing, crashes into the Christmas tree yet again and more pine 
needles go everywhere. 

But my memory of last Christmas is clear, we were in lockdown and no one was allowed to be in church. 
Desperately wanting to make what felt like a bereft Christmas have some meaning, I decided that I would 
celebrate our midnight Christmas service in a stable open to the elements. Great idea, but it turned out to 
be minus fourteen centigrade that night, so I froze – I mean I really got cold! By the end of the service I was 
having difficulty speaking because I was shivering so much. So before you ask, no, I won’t be doing that 
again. But as we approach this Christmas my hope is that I will be able to touch that almost undefinable 
element that we managed to touch last year, that aspect that didn't seek the meaning of the season in 
excess or in extravagance. 

  So what will I do this year? The answer is: probably the 
same as every other year, but I hope I will be able to hold 
onto some of the ‘simplicity’ that was given to me through 
being in a cold barn, and I hope that I will try to resist the 
temptation to express my joy by going bigger or better. But 
above all, I hope I can celebrate with others who are actually 
physically present! I so much hope that lots of families can 
get together this Christmas, particularly our kids, so that they 
can build wonderful memories to cherish for years to come. 

 

We’ve upgraded our indoor Wi-Fi at 
the Elkford Public Library 

 

Thank you to the BC Libraries Cooperative for 
providing a grant to our library through the 
Strategic Network Hardware Fund.  
  In November, we upgraded our existing      
indoor Wi-Fi access point and installed an    
additional access point to improve the Wi-Fi 
signal strength inside of the library. 

Books, graphic novels, Tumble Tunes and more! You 
don’t need a library card to access Tumble Books. Just 
go to the library webpage, click on the Tumble Book 
Library icon in the “Quick Links” column and start reading 
or listening! 
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Open House at the New Elkford Child Development Society 

Daycare for infants/toddlers and kids aged three to five is available for Elkford parents. The Elkford Child 
Development Society has been in operation since September. All staff are licensed by the BC government 
and the daycare space is licensed by Interior Health. In November they held an open house so the public 
could see the colourful rooms and activity centers located to the right of Chauncey Food Mart. Photos of the 
daycare are shown below. 

At the moment, there are 7 children at the facility. The Director, Margaret Mitchell, says that as more 
spaces are filled, more staff will be hired.  

  If you have questions, you can email 
Elkford.cds@gmail.com or phone 250-910-9888. 

 
Sign up now for the  

Elkford Curling Club’s  
Ugly Sweater Bonspiel 

 
 
 

December 4
th
, 2021  

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Sara Legacy for more details (250) 433-7512 

The Ugly Sweater Bonspiel 

 
Come out for the  

Elkford Curling Club’s  
 

Wildkat Combo 
 
 

February 4
th
, 5

th
 & 6

th
, 2022  

 
 
 
 

Please contact Sara Legacy for more details  
(250) 433-7512.  
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Terry Vandale 

A lifelong friend of curling and former chair of Curl 
BC, Terry has recently been honoured with the BC 
Sports Hall of Fame’s Eric Whitehead Inspired 
Service Award. 
The award recognizes inspired service in and to 
sport in British Columbia. In her 35 years of 
curling—as a player, coach, and administrator—
the sheer volume of Vandale’s experience speaks 
volumes about her commitment to the sport. 

During her time on the executive of Curl BC, 
Vandale championed both wheelchair and stick 
curling, helping to make the sport much more 
inclusive. She also served as chair of Athlete and 
Coach Services, and sat as a delegate to the 
Canadian Curling Association. 
Vandale has received many awards for her 
volunteer work. In recognition of her years of 
service, she was named a Life Member of Curl 
BC, an honour reserved for those who have 
performed special services to both the 
organization and to the sport of curling. 

In addition to curling, Vandale has been very 
active in softball over the years—also as a player, 
coach, and administrator. Some of the highlights 
of her time in softball include serving as a general 
manager for minor ball for the 2016 Alberta 
Summer Games, helping to organize the Alberta 
Under 16 Provincial Softball Championship, and 
coaching a team to the Western Canadian 
Championships. 

- submitted by Doug Sarti, Curl BC 

Two Elkford Residents Deserving Special Recognition 

Debby Tomich 

The Tony Sutherland Memorial Plaque of Pride is 
awarded to an employee in recognition of their 
dedication and loyalty to British Columbia 
Emergency Health Services (BCEHS) and their 
strong commitment to the needsof communities. 
This award was created in memory of paramedic 
Tony Sutherland, who died in 1988 while on duty. 

The 2021 Tony Sutherland Memorial Plaque 
of Pride goes to Deborah Tomich, the unit chief of 
station 405 in Elkford. Deb is dedicated to her 
station, her paramedics and her community. A 
strong advocate for her rural and remote 
community in southeastern BC, she has 
personally filled ambulance shifts and responded 
to calls as a lone responder to ensure her 
community had the coverage it needed and its 
patients had the care they deserved. She 
continuously mentors her staff, who are often new 
paramedics, and trains them to ensure they 
provide exceptional patient care and are 
successful in their careers. 

- BCEHS 
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While overcoming new challenges brought on by an unprecedented global pandemic,  we’re 
celebrating the things that keep us connected to each other, to our communities, all together 
around the world. This year, Cole Pettifor, Grade 6 class and Rosalie Dureski, 5/6 split class, 
participated in the Lions Peace Poster Contest “We Are All Connected.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our local winners! 

First place winner – Pipper Kirkness 

Second place winner - Shannon Mills 

Third place winner – Kavan Cook 
 

Our local winners are entered into the Lions international contest.  The international grand prize 
winner receives a trip for two to an award ceremony where they will receive US $5,000 and an 
award. Twenty-three merit award winners each receive US $500 and a certificate of achievement.  

Thank you to the following, who took the time to help the Elkford Lions Club, judge and connect 
with our youth. Mike Shinners, Gloria Belhumeur, and Adam Connell. 

-submitted by Debby Tomich, Secretary, Elkford Lions Club 

The Lions Club’s International 
Yearly Peace Poster Contest gives young people 
the opportunity to share their vision of Peace 
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year  

C&F Restaurant  
250-865-2686 

Gleðileg Jól!  

From Faye Sigurdson of Hair Eloquence 
on Needles Crescent 

Wishing you laughter and 
fun this holiday season  

 
Merry Christmas from the Elkford Lions 

Merry Christmas 

from 

Elkford Minor Ball 

Merry Christmas to you and yours. 
From Dave & Kathy Scott and Family 

 

  
 

 

 

May you find joy, 

peace and happiness 

this Christmas season. 
 

Craig, Ethel Robinson and 
family 
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Thank You to our Photo Contest Judges  
Tracey Halladay 

Arlene Bohn 
Paula Nyuli 

Thank You to our Sponsors 
 

Platinum Sponsors 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Elkford Lions Club 

East Kootenay Community Credit Union 
 

Gold Sponsors 
Rocky Mountain Optometry 

Western Financial Group Inc. 
Coalminer's Gallery and Picture Framing 

 
Silver Sponsors 
C & F Restaurant 

 
Draw Prizes 

The Elkford Wine Steward 
Kapps Pizza Place 

All photos will be on display at the Elkford Public Library for the month of December.  
Contest participants can pick up their photos beginning January 4

th
.   

 

Thank you to everyone participated in this year’s photo contest.   
We received 71 entries in four categories and awarded eight prizes, one adult and 

one youth prize in each category. 

Get ready for next year’s contest!   

Next year’s theme will be “Elkford Up Close,”  
with categories Architecture, Wildlife, People, and Pets. 
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Spring 
Elliot Russell 

Summer  
Brooke Ingham 

Fall  
Annie King 

Winter  
Zoey Ingham 

Spring 
Suzanne Thiel 

Summer 
Jennifer Welsh 

Fall  
Eli Taylor 

Winter  
Cynthia Thiel 
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Borrow a Radon Detection Kit from the Library 

 

Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer in Canada and is responsible 
for as many as 16% of lung cancer deaths.   

 

We have one Corentium Home model radon detector which is about the 
size of a mobile phone, and has a digital display which produces 
readings in about an hour. The device needs at least 7 days for highest 
accuracy. You can borrow it for up to 28 days. The Radon Detection 
Library Lending Program is provided free through support from Health 
Canada, the BC Lung Association, Simon Fraser University, and 
Airthings. 

Holiday-themed “take ‘n’ make” craft kits will 
be available at the library on December 7

th
!  

Get your kit while quantities last! 

Print and laminate your Federal & BC 
Vaccine Cards at the library.  Business 
card size laminating is only $0.50. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Elkford Public Library Book Club will be on 

Wednesday, December 1
st

 at 6:30 pm 
in person at the library (overflow on Zoom). 

 
The first book club meeting in 2022 will be 

held on January 12
th

 and the book, Pachinko 
by Min Jin Lee, will be available at the library 

soon. 
 

If you want more information about 
joining our book club, please talk to 

a librarian! 

Book Club 
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CURRENT SERVICES AVAILABLE AT 
ELKFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

Curbside service is always available. 
Please phone 250-865-2912. 

 
• Digital materials including e-books, 

audiobooks  
• eLearning platforms 
• In-person browsing during open hours 
• Printing, scanning, faxing, and copying 
• Photo scanning and printing 
• Public computers and OPAC computers 
• Free Wi-Fi  
• Interlibrary loans 
 
We can also invigilate exams at the library. 

Contact us for more information. 

iPads, e-Readers, and laptops are 
available to borrow! 

If you previously accessed your 
magazines, e-books, and 
audiobooks through RB Digital, you 
can now access them through 
OverDrive by downloading the free 
Libby app or by going to 
lbbyapp.com in your web browser. 

Check out LinkedIn Learning to upgrade or learn 
professional skills in a variety of categories. 
Courses are free with your library card! Go to 
our website and select the quick link to find out 
more. 

 
Our website’s home page has 
several links to legal information.  
 
Try using Clicklaw to understand 
your legal rights and begin the path 
to solve legal problems. 

The Board and staff at the Elkford    
Public Library would like to wish you a 

safe and happy holiday season.  
 

The library will be closed from  
December 19

th
 to January 3

rd
 and will 

reopen on January 4
th
. 

Thank you to all who came out 
for Tales for Tots in 2021.   

 
Please stay tuned for 

information on our 2022 
programming schedule. 
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Stop Motion Animation Workshops at the Library  

Lights, Camera, Action! 

Four young movie directors attended a stop motion 
animation workshop at the library in November. 
They learned some stop motion skills and 
experimented with different techniques to create 
short animations.  

Stop motion requires a lot of patience as one 
minute of film may need hundreds of pictures or 
frames. Using a plan, participants set up their 
scene and took a picture. Then, they moved their 
subjects by a small amount, maybe only a 
centimetre, for the next picture. Repeating this over 
and over, the incremental movements can 
eventually be played back to reveal a wonderful 
animation. 

Over four days, skills for cut-out animation, 
claymation, LEGO movies, and object motion were 
covered. Six hours of fun resulted in minutes of 
actual film, but the participants learned many tricks 
they can use in the future to create stop motion 
animation movies. 

Thank you to the Kootenay Library Federation for 
funding for this program.   
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Coming Events 

Elk Valley Hospice 
250-423-4453 Ext. 309 

 
Elk Valley Safe Homes 

Women’s Shelter & Helpline 
1-800-200-3003 

 
Elkford Women's Task Force 

250-865-2031 
 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-425-4202 
 

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
Critical Incident Emergency Contact 

250-423-4226  

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the 
Elkford Focus is the 20

th
 of each month.  

Please email your classified ads to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming 
event, please put coming event in the subject line. 

Did we mention that classified ads are 
free? 

Short descriptive ads, 
no more than 50 words. 

 
If you wish to add a picture, then we 
charge you our regular ad rates (see  

below). 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective January 1, 2017 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  7.00                                       $12.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $15.00                                       $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $20.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $25.00                                     $80.00 

Do you have an idea about something you would 
like to see in the Focus? If so, let us know! 

Share your pictures of  

Elkford events in the Focus 

We’d love to see photos and  
news about sports teams, school events, happenings or 

celebrations on these pages. 
 

Email to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 
Or call us at 250-865-2912 

 if you have questions. 

Passionate about hiking or mountain biking? 
Email us at elkfordtrailsalliance@outlook.com 

 

Smart Mom Program 

Visit https://www.smartmomcanada.ca to register  online 
or text “interior” to 12323.   

 

Any Lengths Group AA meetings 

For information contact Betty-Ann S. 

250-433-6510 

 

Elkford Food Bank 

Christmas Food Hampers - please call by Dec. 10
th
. 

If you need assistance from the Food Bank, or you know 
somebody who does, please call 250-910-7088 and 
leave a message along with a return number. Your call 
will be returned at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Elkford Search and Rescue 

Practices held first and third Tuesdays at 6:00 pm at the 
SAR hall (behind Fire Hall). Everyone welcome to attend. 

**due to COVID, meeting info may have changed. 
Please contact info@elkfordsar.vr-sar.org 

 

Elkford Lions Club 

Come join us - everyone welcome. Contact us at  

elkfordlions@gmail.com for current information. 

 

Looking for some wildlife awareness resources? Check 
out WildSafeBC’s website: https://wildsafebc.com/
species/grizzly-bear/.  

 

Elkford Public Library book club on December 1
st
 at 

6:30 pm and January 12
th
 at 6:30 pm. Call the library for 

details. 
 
Twin Meadows Animal Rescue Society silent auction 
ends December 12

th
 at 9:00 pm.  Please see their 

Facebook page for details.  
 
2021 Seniors Christmas Luncheon on December 16

th
 

at 11:30 am in the Community Conference Centre - Teck 
Hall.  See page 20 for details.  
 
December 18

th
 is the last day to check out books for the 

holidays! The library will re-open on January 4th. Enjoy 
the holidays by reading a festive story or two. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online BC Library Clubs and Classes  
Read Local Book Club - This is an online book club 
featuring local authors from the Kootenays. 
Youth Creative Writing Class  
Kootenay Teen Book Club  

Contact the Elkford Public Library for more details. 

mailto:elkfordtrailsalliance@outlook.com
https://www.smartmomcanada.ca
https://wildsafebc.com/species/grizzly-bear/
https://wildsafebc.com/species/grizzly-bear/
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