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The Elkford Public Library’s Photo Contest theme this year is  
“The Four Seasons of Elkford.” 

 
There is a category for each season and summer is here so let’s get snapping! 

 
Adult prize in each category - $70 
Youth prize in each category - $40 

 
Submissions will be accepted in the fall! 

ESS Grad 2021 — it’s a wrap! 
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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome your 
submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas and 
opinions to info@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible copy to 
the Library. The Elkford Focus, Board and Staff of the Library do 
not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the right to edit 
or refuse to print submissions due to legality, length, religious or 
political reasons, good taste or discriminating beliefs. The Focus 
is published on the web and may be accessed and searched by 
anyone. We are not responsible for any unauthorized use of 
submitted information. Copyright of all material remains with the 
author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 

ATCO 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Fas Gas 
Esso 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza Place 
Kootenay Market 
District of Elkford 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 
Elkford Drug Store 

Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 

 

 
Contact us at the library: 

250-865-2912  
 

Send us an email: 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

Website: 
http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

 

Find us on Facebook: 
Elkford Public Library 

 

Hours:* 
Tuesday and Wednesday 10:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Thursday and Friday 11:30 am - 5:30 pm  
Saturday 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm 

*Hours may vary due to COVID-19. 

Elkford Public Library 

Provincial and Federal News Links and Other Resources 

COVID-19 Provincial Support and Information  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support 

BC centre for Disease Control http://covid-19.bccdc.ca/ 

Interior Health https://www.interiorhealth.ca/Pages/default.aspx 

Government of Canada https://www.canada.ca/en.html 

Important Phone Numbers: 

1-888-COVID19 (1-888-268-4319). The line is for non-health COVID-19 information. 

811: For health-related information on COVID-19. 

211: Seniors looking for help (or volunteers willing to help), can call 211 or visit http://www.bc211.ca/  

Crisis Line: 1-888-353-2273 

Kids Help Phone: 1-800-668-6868 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support
http://covid-19.bccdc.ca/
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en.html
http://www.bc211.ca/
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Richard & Darlene Mosiondz 
In business since 1990 

4165 Highway 43 
PO Box 69 
Elkford,  BC V0B 

Phone: (250) 865-2236 
Cell:     (250) 489-8967 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE Bear Safety  
and  

Recreation Course 
 

This FREE 30 minute online course is ideal 
for anyone who spends time on trails in B.C. 
either running, hiking, biking, or camping. In 
this course you will learn how to best avoid a 
negative encounter and how to react if you do 
encounter a bear. We review bear spray, an 
effective tool in deterring a bear intent on 
attack. To access the course, go to: 
 
https://wildsafebc.com/learn/courses-and-training/  
 

Questions? Contact Kathy Murray 
WildSafeBC Community Coordinator 

fernie@wildsafebc.com Have a safe and fun summer! 

https://wildsafebc.com/learn/courses-and-training/
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 Scan and print photos, slides, and negatives at the 

Elkford Public Library’s new 

DIGITIZATION STATION 

PHOTO PRINTING:* 
 4×6”  
 5×7”   
 8.5×11”   
     *cash or cheque only 

   75¢ per print 
$1.00 per print 
$3.00 per print 

SCAN PHOTOS, NEGATIVES AND SLIDES: 
Save scans of photos, slides, or negatives to a 
digital file on your USB device or send them in an 
email. 

Scanning is FREE 

Bring your photos, phone, SD card, or thumb drive and learn how. 

Thank you to Teck Coal and the Columbia Basin Trust for funding this project. 
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Open 10:00 am to 6:00 pm (Monday to Friday) 

Random Thoughts from Father David 

 of St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 
 
When I heard the news about the 215 young bodies found buried at the former residential school in Kamloops I felt 
numb, yet there were so many thoughts that seemed to be colliding in my brain. 
Firstly, having been given up for adoption at six weeks old, all my life I wondered how my birth mother was feeling.  

Any mother separated from their child must wonder what happened to her child.  In my mother’s case she knew that I 
went to a very good home where I would be well looked after as part of a loving family.  But what did the parents of 
those First Nations children think? Their children went off to a school far away and were never heard of again.  There 
must have been a hope that they were okay and that one day they might arrive on the doorstep smiling and with a long 
story to tell.  But no; they died and were buried and no one was told. 
What is it in some people that means that they see the rules and the structures but fail to see the humanity they are 

there to serve?   
On a far more trivial level, over the last few years I have battled with ‘Immigration Canada,’ and I have not felt like 

they knew I was a human, rather I felt that they saw me simply as a number; a problem that had to be processed.  And 
while really minor compared with the residential schools, it reminded me how it feels to interact with an organization 
that appears to have no heart. Thus, I am so saddened to think that in the residential schools the Church reacted in the 
same way with such devastating consequences; so I just want to say sorry.   
I am so disheartened that the two big ‘institutions’ I love – the Church I have given my life to serving and the great 

nation of Canada that I have taken as my home and identity – should do this.  I love the Church, I love Canada and 
even after these revelations I still love them both.  I shall redouble my efforts to do the little I can to move both of them 
away from being institutions defined by rigid rules and more towards being communities in relationship, and very 

specifically, in relationships of love. 
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What does a Chamber Membership Mean For Your Business? 

 
One of the best ways to spread the word about your business is through making connections, 

exposure within your community or region and engagement with influential entities. These are just 

some of the ways the chamber works hard for your business. Businesses around the world, from 

home-based startups to large corporations turn to chambers of commerce in their area to access the 

many services and benefits that helps them thrive in the business world. Chamber members are like-

minded groups of people in business dedicated to helping businesses. From building your brand’s 

presence to increasing sales or becoming more involved in your community, memberships with your 

local chamber helps to foster growth for your company. 

Local chambers tackle the hard issues taking place in the community surrounding business and 

offers resources and services to help you succeed. Did you know that 63% of consumers are more 

likely to purchase products or services from a reputable business that are members of the local 

chamber and that these businesses are often found through local chamber websites, social media, 

and through chamber events?  

Serving as an influential voice that stands together for the wellbeing of business with local, provincial, 

and federal government advocacy, your local chamber is there to support and advocate for you. 

Chambers provide numerous networking opportunities, discounts to services and products, 

informational sharing and updates for local business news, open doors to referrals and community 

engagement, and are the front-line worker to help your business to thrive.    

Get involved with your local chamber. Being involved as a member comes with its own unique 

benefits both personally and for business growth. Be part of an organization that helps connect, 

enhance, and inform businesses, and supports the local community.  

For more information on the Elkford Chamber of Commerce please contact us at 

elkfordchamber@gmail.com or visit our website at https://www.elkfordchamber.ca 

Sincerely, 

Shawna Bryant 
Executive Director 
Elkford Chamber of Commerce 
elkfordchamber@gmail.com 
250.425.5725 
www.elkfordchamber.ca  

                                             

mailto:elkfordchamber@gmail.com
https://www.elkfordchamber.ca/youth-chamber-program.html#/
mailto:elkfordchamber@gmail.com
http://www.elkfordchamber.ca
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Golfer Destination: Elkford 
 

Mountain Meadows Golf Club society is a not-for-profit organization that operates Mountain Meadows Golf 
Course on behalf of the citizens of Elkford. They have recently received approval from the District of Elkford 
through a zoning amendment application to provide parking for up to 10 RV units inside the fence on the 
northeast corner of the property. This will be dryland parking. There will be no services provided: no electrical, no 
water, no sewer hookups. 
Bill MacDonald, President of the MMGC society, said, “It is not our intention to compete with Elkford’s beautiful 
municipal campground. The proposed sites will provide an incentive for the travelling golfer who might otherwise 
bypass Highway 43. Out-of-town golfers may come up and enjoy and support our community golf course as well 
as discover the community of Elkford in general.” 
Further, MMGC views this plan as a potential revenue source that can help their bottom line to allow the golf 
course to become more self-sufficient while continuing to offer recreation for the citizens of Elkford. While the 
project is still in its planning phase, it is expected that details of the operation may be finalized later this summer. 
Golfers from out of town will be allowed to park and play up to five days with the proposed payment of the 
regularly priced 18 hole green fees per day. 

-submitted by Bill McDonald 

 

Elkford Search and Rescue Has a New Home! 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE: June 22, 2021 

 
After many years of shared accommodations, Elkford Search and Rescue has found a new home. 
With the changes to search and rescue funding through the Province of BC’s sustainable funding model, annual 

grant funding from the RDEK, and District of Elkford support over the years, Elkford Search and Rescue (ESAR) 
has found it possible to purchase a new-to-them building. The property is at 222 Alpine Way in Elkford. The team 
took possession of the building on June 15

th
, 2021. 

The team is currently reviewing what all needs to be done to the building to make it the most functional for their 
purposes. A planning team will be putting together recommendations on how to move forward to get it in the 
shape that will work best. Once a plan is in place, the work will begin. We hope to be able to move into the 
location in the fall of 2021. There is some work to be done to get it where we can operate out of the location, but 
team members are excited to help get this project done. 
For many years, Search and Rescue has been operating out of a shared space (double garage behind the 

firehall) with Emergency Social Services that is owned by the District of Elkford. This move will allow the team to 
move ahead in their endeavors to train, operate and take pride in something they all believe in. If you see us out 
there at 222 Alpine Way, stop in and say Hi, learn about what we do, maybe even join us. We are a volunteer 
organization that is trained to do just what our name says “Search” and “Rescue” those that need out help in the 
surrounding back country. 
For more information, please contact us @ elkfordsearchandrescue@gmail.com or through our Facebook page: 
Elkford Search and Rescue. 

-ESAR Team 

 

 

mailto:elkfordsearchandrescue@gmail.com
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It Takes a Village: Thank You Elk Valley for Your Support 
This has been a year to remember. I am choosing to remember it as a time of embraced support from the 
community. As a teacher at Elkford Secondary School, I have been amazed at how much people care about 
students and their learning. How organizations, businesses, and private citizens want to see young people 
experience the outdoors by climbing mountains, camping, and by being out in the wilderness.  
This year, I have witnessed over $30,000 be given out to local youth in Elkford. I have seen private residents 

(who do not even have students in my school) come together and donate and lend equipment to support inclusive 
education in the wilderness.  
I would like to thank the Elkford Lions Club ($1,000), the United Steelworkers ($500), and the Elkford Secondary 

School PAC ($1,287). With their contributions, students were able to rock climb, swim, hike, golf (Mountain 
Meadows Golf), and summit mountains in the Lizard Range.  
I would also like to thank the Wapiti Ski Hill, Elkford Nordic Society, Fernie Adaptive Ski Program, Summit Works, 

Avalanche Canada, and private residents of Fernie. These organizations, businesses, and individuals provided 
equipment, materials, and trade services that allowed students to experience service learning and inclusive 
education in the wilderness. 
Finally, I would like to thank the Project Society of Elkford ($13,500), Elkford Nordic Society ($1,000) and Elk 

Valley Thrift Shop ($500) who all came together to help Elkford Secondary School purchase industry grade cross-
country skis from Gear Hub for next year. In partnership with SYS.tem Elkford (Elkford youth network) and Elkford 
Secondary School, Columbia Basin Trust ($14,909) supported the purchase of an epic backcountry camping gear 
set up, and rugged snowshoes from Guides Hut.  
I will remember this as a year of gratitude, community support, and appreciation of where I live. Thank you to 

everyone who has supported youth in the Elk Valley, from the businesses and organizations to the residents and 
school that have helped make learning and education in this valley so exciting. It takes a village, and our village is 
awesome! 
Great hustle everyone. 

-submitted by Andrew Gulyas 

Wapiti Clearing 
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Many thanks to the following artists for sharing their creativity with us: Amariah, 
Nahanni, Amaya, and Sawyer. They each took time out of their busy schedules to 

design new bookmarks for the library. Come in and get yours today! 

The library’s “take ‘n’ make” craft kits have been very popular.  
We can’t guarantee they won’t be messy but they will be fun! 
We will have limited numbers of kits available throughout the 
summer. Watch our Facebook page for details.   
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Elkford Public Library 2021 Photo Contest 
 

Our theme this year is “The Four Seasons of Elkford.” 
 

Photo submission deadline: October 8, 2021 
 
We are celebrating change and the beauty of our town this year with our theme, “The Four 
Seasons of Elkford.”  We are asking participants to channel their community spirit and snap a 
few shots of seasonal activities, landscapes, and any other subject matter that convey your 
experiences transitioning through the seasons each year in Elkford.  We look forward to seeing 
your creative submissions! 

 
Photo Contest Rules and Information 
● Each person can enter a maximum of three (3) photos. Entrants must specify in which 
category they are submitting each photo.  Photos may be entered in any category, e.g., an 
entrant may enter three photos in one category, or one photo in each of three categories, etc.   
● Photos must be taken in and around the Elkford area, e.g., the Elk Valley or Crowsnest 
Pass.   
● Submitted photos should be printed on 5”×7” photo paper.  Photos may optionally be printed 
at the library for $1.00 per 5”×7” print.   
● One prize will be awarded in each category per age group, for a total of eight prizes. 
● Photos must be taken by the person entering them. 
● Registration forms are available at the library. You need one form per photo entered.  A 
release form must be signed upon entering the contest, allowing the library to use your photos. 
● We require a high-resolution, digital copy of your photo. 
● You may only use computer alteration on one of your submitted photos. In all others, only 
cropping is allowed. It is permitted to use filters when taking the photos. 
● Date stamps must be removed, or your photo will be disqualified. You may crop date stamps 
from your photos. 
● Parents of a minor child who has been photographed must sign a release allowing the photo 
to be shown in public and on our website. 
● Only amateurs may enter the contest. 
● E-mail your photos to info@elkfordlibrary.org and drop off your registration forms before the 
contest deadline. 
 
Age groups: 
Youth – 18 and under 
Adult – 19 and over 
 
Elkford businesses: Are you interested in sponsoring the photo contest? We provide charitable 
receipts for donations over $20. Please contact the Elkford Public Library at 250-865-2912 or 
info@elkfordlibrary.org. 
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BC SRC is collaborating with Green Thumb Theatre 
where participants will have the opportunity to write the 
“ending” to a mystery play.  
 

• Contest will launch on June 28
th

 and run until 
July 26

th
  

• A live reading co-hosted by Green Thumb Theatre 
of the winning entries will be broadcast on 
YouTube on Wednesday, August 18

th
 at 2 pm 

• The contest will also include a design/drawing 
component where you can draw a scene. Entries 
will be shared on the website during the live 
reading. 

GREEN THUMB 
THEATRE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The BC Summer Reading Club Online Reading Tracker App (app.bcsrc.ca)  is now  
available! Sign up to get reading and start tracking your progress!   
 
This is also a great way to participate in SRC if you are unable to attend here in Elkford, 
or even if you can! Go to bcsrc.ca where, from Monday, June 28

th
, you’ll find new 

weekly things to do including activity videos, activity sheets, colouring sheets, quizzes, 
and a weekly caption contest. Activities run until Monday, August 9

th
. We would love to 

see photos of your at home participation. Please send them to info@elkfordlibrary.org. 

https://www.greenthumb.bc.ca/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapp.bcsrc.ca%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cadrienne.wass%40gov.bc.ca%7C08b16c5d1fb9415b6af308d92b89637d%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C637588691784843483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLj
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BC Summer Reading Club 2021 

Schedule of Activities 
 

June 14
th 

 Reading tracker registration opens at bcsrc.ca 

 15
th
 Registration opens for local SRC at the library 

 28
th
 Green Thumb Theatre contest begins 

Bcsrc.ca weekly activities run Jun. 28th - Aug. 9th 

July 7
th
 Online activity  - Science to try at home 

 20
th
 Outdoor activity at the library - Super Sleuths 

 21
st
 Online activity - Framed and What is that? 

 22
nd

 Outdoor activity at the library - History’s Mysteries 

 26
th
 Deadline for Green Thumb Theatre contest 

Online activities (below) are hosted on the Elkford Public Library’s webpage under Summer 
Reading Club 2021. Follow the link from our home page or find it at elkford.bc.libraries.coop/

August 4
th
 Online activity  - How it’s Made 

 17
th
 Outdoor activity at the library - Hot on the Trail 

 18
th
 Online activity - The Moving Monument scavenger 

hunt and Secret Messages 
Watch the YouTube reading of the Green Thumb 
Theatre mystery play at 3 pm MST 

 19
th
 Outdoor activity at the library - Is it Real? and 

awards 

Enjoy your summer filled with books from the library, and mysteries to solve! 



18 

 

DAISY mp3 player available to borrow! 
 

Are you or someone you know visually impaired or 
print disabled and interested in listening to books 
but do not have the equipment at home to do so? 

We have just added a Victor Reader Stratus 12 
talking book player to our collection. It plays 
multimedia books and music from CDs, SD cards, 
and USB drives. Contact the library for more 
information and to borrow. 

A big thank you to CBAL, AFRoS, and 
Elkford Early Years for partnering with 
Elkford Public Library to provide the 
stories and equipment for our summer 
story walks. CBAL also provided craft 
instructions and some craft supplies. We 
could not have done it without you! 

Check out LinkedIn Learning to upgrade or 
learn professional skills in a variety of 
categories. Courses are free with your 
library card! Go to our website and select 
the quick link to find out more. 

Visit Boivin Creek for a Story Walk! 

New stories will be posted on Thursdays in July and August.  When you’re done reading 
the story, scan the QR code to enter a draw for a prize!  Thank you to our partners for 
helping us offer these story walks (see below).  Also check out the story walk hosted by 
contractors of British Columbia Gambling Support on July 27

th
 (see page 20 for details). 
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CURRENT SERVICES AVAILABLE AT 
ELKFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

Curbside service is always available. 
Please phone 250-865-2912. 

 
• Digital materials including e-books, 

audiobooks  
• eLearning platforms 
• In-person browsing during open hours 
• Printing, scanning, faxing, and copying 
• Photo scanning and printing 
• Public computer by appointment or drop-in 
• Free Wi-Fi  
• Interlibrary loans 
 
We can also invigilate exams at the library. 

Contact us for more information. 

Learn something new! 
All you need is a library card. 

Questions: info@elkfordlibrary.org 

Borrow a Radon Detection Kit from the Library 

 

Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer in Canada and is responsible 
for as many as 16% of lung cancer deaths.   

 

We have one Corentium Home model radon detector which is about the 
size of a mobile phone, and has a digital display which produces 
readings in about an hour. The device needs at least 7 days for highest 
accuracy. You can borrow it for up to 28 days. The Radon Detection 
Library Lending Program is provided free through support from Health 
Canada, the BC Lung Association, Simon Fraser University, and 
Airthings. 

Books, graphic novels, Tumble Tunes and more! 
You don’t need a library card to access Tumble 
Books. Just go to our webpage, click on the Tumble 
Book Library icon in the “Quick Links” column and 
start reading or listening! 

iPads, e-Readers, and a laptop are 
available to borrow! 



20 

 



21 

 



22 

 



23 

 

Coming Events 

Elk Valley Hospice 
250-423-4453 Ext. 309 

 
Elk Valley Safe Homes 

Women’s Shelter & Helpline 
1-800-200-3003 

 
Elkford Women's Task Force 

250-865-2031 
 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-425-4202 
 

Elk Valley Critical Incident Response Team  
Critical Incident Emergency Contact 

250-423-4226  

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the 
Elkford Focus is the 20

th
 of each month.  

Please email your classified ads to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming 
event, please put coming event in the subject line. 

Did we mention that classified ads are 
free? 

Short descriptive ads, 
no more than 50 words. 

 
If you wish to add a picture, then we 
charge you our regular ad rates (see  

below). 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective January 1, 2017 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  7.00                                       $12.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $15.00                                       $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $20.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $25.00                                     $80.00 

Do you have an idea about something you would 
like to see in the Focus? If so, let us know! 

Share your pictures of  

Elkford events in the Focus 

We’d love to see photos and  
news about sports teams, school events, happenings or 

celebrations on these pages. 
 

Email to 
info@elkfordlibrary.org 

 
Or call us at 250-865-2912 

 if you have questions. 

Looking for some wildlife awareness resources? Check 
out WildSafeBC’s website: https://wildsafebc.com/
species/grizzly-bear/.  

Passionate about hiking or mountain biking? 
Email us at elkfordtrailsalliance@outlook.com 
 

Seven firebricks for sale. Will make a whole circle. Call 
George at 250-425-5943. 
 

Smart Mom Program 
Visit https://www.smartmomcanada.ca to register  online 
or text “interior” to 12323.   
 

Any Lengths Group AA meetings 
436 Pine Avenue, Sparwood, BC 
Sparwood Christian Centre (church basement). 
For dates and times please contact Betty-Ann S. 
250-433-6510 
 

Elkford Food Bank 
If you need assistance from the Food Bank, or you know 
somebody who does, please call 250-910-7088 and 
leave a message along with a return number. Your call 
will be returned at the earliest opportunity. 
 

Elkford Search and Rescue 
Practices held first and third Tuesdays at 6:00 pm at the 
SAR hall (behind Fire Hall). Everyone welcome to attend. 
**due to COVID meeting info may have changed, please 
contact info@elkfordsar.vr-sar.org for current infor-
mation. 
 

Elkford Lions Club 
Come join us - everyone welcome. Monthly meetings the 
first and third Thursdays 6 - 8 pm.  
Winter meetings at Union hall, back door (Nov. to Apr.) 

Summer meetings at campground office (May to Oct.) 

Contact us at elkfordlions@gmail.com **due to COVID, 
meeting info may have changed. Contact email for  
current information. 

 
New Stories will be posted along the Boivin Creek fence 
by the Devonian Playground throughout July and August.  
These story walks are provided by the Elkford Public 
Library, CBAL, AFRoS, and Elkford Early Years. We 
hope you enjoy them! 
 
Frank’s Facebook Fiasco story walk and activities 
along Boivin Creek by the Devonian Park, July 27

th
,
 

10:00 am - 4:30 pm. This is brought to Elkford by 
contractors of British Columbia Gambling Support. 
 
The Elkford Farmers Market will be back this summer. 
From June 30

th
 to September 8

th
 2021 it will run 

Wednesdays from 4 pm - 8 pm. The new location will be 
in the parking lot of the Elkford Library/Elkford Arena and 
Kootenay Market. 
 

Online BC Library Clubs and Classes  

Read Local Book Club - This is an online book club 
featuring local authors from the Kootenays and will return 
this fall. 
Youth Creative Writing Class will return in the fall. 
Kootenay Teen Book Club will return in the fall. 

Contact the Elkford Public Library for more details. 

https://wildsafebc.com/species/grizzly-bear/
https://wildsafebc.com/species/grizzly-bear/
mailto:elkfordtrailsalliance@outlook.com
https://www.smartmomcanada.ca
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