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Merry Christmas  

and a  

Happy New Year  

to the residents of 

Elkford, and our 

friends, far and wide,  

from the Board  

and Staff  

of the  

Elkford Public  

Library 

The Elkford Public Library  

will be closed from  

Tuesday December 22nd  

until January 4th. 

 We will resume  

our regular hours  

on Tuesday,  

January 5th, 2016 
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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford and we welcome your 
submissions of events, announcements, classifieds, ideas and 
opinions to focus@elkfordlibrary.org or bring your legible copy to 
the Library. The Elkford Focus, Board and Staff of the Library do 
not promote the opinions expressed. We reserve the right to edit 
or refuse to print submissions due to legality, length, religious or 
political reasons, good taste or discriminating beliefs. The Focus 
is published on the web and may be accessed and searched by 
anyone. We are not responsible for any unauthorized use of 
submitted information. Copyright of all material remains with the 
author. 

We wish to thank those who distribute the Elkford Focus: 
 

Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Conference Centre 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Fas Gas 
Race Trac Gas 
Elkford Motor Inn & Restaurant 
Kapps Pizza House 
Kootenay Market 
District of Elkford 
BC Elkford Liquor Store 

T.O.P.S. 
(Taking Off Pounds Sensibly)   #5097 Elkford Chapter 

 

Meet regularly every Tuesday at the  

Elk Valley Congregational Church Basement  

Confidential weigh in: 4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

Meetings: 4:30 p.m. ‘til  5:30 p.m. 
 

Everyone is welcome and we strive to educate each 

other pertaining to nutrition and food values. 

For further information call Renie @ 250-910-1944 

or Lila @ 865-7190 

AGNES CREEK TRADING 
 

Reno   Decks   Flooring 
Handyman Projects 

 

Call Jack.  Cell: 425-5327  
865-7221 

Thank you for saving resources! 

Pass this paper on for 

more people to enjoy! 

1156 NASHTON CRES.. 

ELKFORD B.C. 
V0B 1H0 

250-865-7345 
250-433-1399 

HOOPER@HOTMAIL.COM 

ANNETTE SHEPPARD 
HAIR STYLIST 

If you belong to a club or a group, and want to write for 
the Focus, give us a call, or email your article to 
focus@elkfordlibrary.org. Questions? Call us at  
250-865-2912 

coalminersgallery@gmail.com 
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Elk Valley Congregational Church 
 

elkvalleycongregational.org 

“I’m also making a list and checking it 
twice” – God  

 

Join us at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
2700 Balmer Drive  

across from  
Rocky Mountain Elementary School 

 

Sunday service at 4:00 pm 
 

Need to talk to a Pastor?   
Call toll free 1-866-426-7564 

check out our website at www.eklutheran.ca 

By the time you are reading this article people will be starting to look toward Christmas, wondering how they are going to 
get all the work done that is needed to be accomplished by December 25th. Does that question resonate with you and 
yours? 

Another problem that may be in your heart and mind is: how are we going to manage with the layoffs and possibility 
of more businesses shutting down? We aren’t going to be able to manage all the shopping we usually do or get the new 
clothes we need for all the parties leading up to December 24. But, in the big picture, are these issues really important?  

Christmas is the time we celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. He was born to Mary who was “pledged to be 
married” to Joseph, (Matthew 2: 18). He was born in a stable, because there was no room in the Inn. There would not 
have been any fancy room for this family to be in! No, Jesus was born to Joseph and Mary where there were no frills. 
However, Joseph and Mary knew they were being obedient to God and that He would walk through this experience with 
them.  

I mention this because it seems that we so often get all our priorities messed up. Instead of enjoying time with our 
families and friends we exhaust ourselves with shopping and going to parties. We feel so badly that little Johnny or Mary 
didn’t get as many gifts as we think they should have received. However, how many of our kids will take one toy or outfit 
and be totally content with that gift? Let us be content with the roof over our heads, the food in our stomachs and lay 
aside always wanting to keep up to someone else. Let us celebrate the real reason for Christmas. That reason is: Jesus 
came to earth, walked on the earth, became a man and shared the good news of salvation. When we realize that Jesus 
loves us and died for us we can then accept Him as our Savior. When we make that commitment we are assured of 
eternal life in heaven in the Presence of the Lord. Also while we are still on earth we can have a continuous ongoing 
relationship with Jesus. He tells us He will never forsake us although many of us forsake Him until we get ourselves in 
trouble, then we are happy to know we can rely on Him.  

Yes, we want to exchange gifts and attend the Christmas party. But, instead of always trying to outdo someone, sit 
back, spend some quiet time and enjoy the season. Also think of others who are not as fortunate as we are. If you want to 
keep Christ in Christmas: feed the hungry, clothe the naked, forgive the guilty, welcome the stranger, and the unwanted 
child, care for the ill and love your enemies.   

If we do these actions we will be blessed and have kept Christ in Christmas. 
Merry Christmas to all of you, and seek out the real reason for the season. 
Pastor Kay 

Good Samaritans 
On Saturday evening, November 14th, on Hwy. 22 (near 
Hwy. 3), Regina Piekut was experiencing car trouble.Her 
vehicle hit an object on the road which in turn caused a 
flat tire. CAA roadside service would result in a very long 
waiting time for a truck, and further calls to friends pretty 
much had the same result. 

However, luck was on her side when a nice couple 
from Elkford came to her rescue. The gentleman (who is 
a mechanic) handily replaced the damaged tire with the 
spare. In conversation, Regina learned that the couple 
had been in Calgary visiting their daughter who is 
presently living in Silver Springs. 

Unfortunately, after thanking these Elkford residents 
for their help, Regina realized that she did not have their 
names.  

Through the good graces of the Elkford Focus, she is 
sending a huge thank you, once again, to these wonderful 
good samaritans. 

What could have been a long, dark wait along a long, 
dark road, has become instead a moment in which 
Regina wishes to thank her two lucky stars from Elkford. 

 

Regina Piekut 
Calgary, Alberta 

 
Regina would like to contact this couple. If you know 
who they are, please call the library 
(250-865-2912). 

 

HOUSECLEANING 

Kathryn Lawrence 

Elkford, BC 

Clean to the Corners 
 

10 years experience 
 

Catering to your needs 

 

(1-306-471-0944) 
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Promote Your Home Business 
 

With the purchase of 6 months of business card 
size ads you can have up to a full page for an article 
to tell us about your home business. This is your 
opportunity to let the community know how your 
business started, the business' services and the 
people involved.  
 

INFO: 

 Only one full page article per business.   

 Payment for business card sized ads must 
accompany article. $60 - colour, $30 - black & 
white 

 Advertising is not allowed in this promotion, with 
the exception of your business card 

 The Focus editors have full control on the 
appearance of the page that your article is on 
and it is up to the editor’s discretion as to which 
issue the article will appear in or whether the 
article will be accepted. 

Hairdressing! The best vocation to select! 
After 45 years in the hairdressing industry, and 35 of 

them in the longest established business in Elkford (same 
location, name, owner), I have never felt this service 
industry a chore. I LOVE my work, which isn’t WORK, in 
the true meaning of the word. It is a pleasure. I made the 
decision to be a stylist at age 3!” 

Due to the fact that it is a home based business, my 
hours of service are very flexible and accommodating to 
the general public. Appointment times are easily obliged 
for shift work and other time-restrictive events. 

The other day I was going through my supply 
cupboard, and I chuckled at some of the equipment that 
has been set away. Spiral, triangle, and hoop perm rods—
gee—80s and 90s!! Different products that were utilized 
for each fad or craze that has come and gone in the 
industry, then summoned back into service 30 years later! 
Techniques advance, and by attending educational 
seminars yearly, I keep up with the current trends, and 
keep it all fresh and real. 

The best part of the salon is the clientele. Everyone in 
town is welcome and I enjoy their custom, conversation 
and friendships. This little salon is in the lower level of my 
home; it retains 100% legal status with a separate parking 
area, separate entry, 5/8 fire guard gypsum walls, a 
washroom, and it is sanctioned by the District of Elkford 
and Interior Health. The welcoming committee is a yellow 
dog who thinks your whole purpose in coming to the yard 
is to play with him. He is totally harmless, friendly and 
sometimes doesn’t even get off his lounger! 

Hair Eloquence is a full service hairdressing salon. 
Baby’s first haircut is free, and the Bride’s hairdo is always 
a free service. If you have been incapacitated (a broken 
arm, shoulder, collar bone), a complimentary hair wash is 
yours. If your fringe is annoying you, drop by, eyebrows 
greasing your glasses or just need your neck hairs shaved 
away—that too is gratis with a smile! 

The fee schedule includes tax and a small retail shelf  

Hair Eloquence 

Oli the dog 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

has product to suit your needs. If it is absent, I will gladly 
seek, order and supply you with your special wants. Gift 
certificates are available and always a good idea for the 
person who has “everything”. Everyone appreciates a hair 
service. 

Chemical services (perms, colours and highlights) are 
of course featured, but style cuts and “updos” are where 
the artistry prevails. 
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Thank you! 
Elkford Minor Ball sends out a thank you to our Community for the overwhelming response that made our Halloween 
Fundraiser such a huge success! The silent and live auction alone raised $3,600 and in total raised $7,100. The money 
will go towards the replenishing of shale for our 4 local baseball diamonds, and funds needed for hosting the U16 Fastball 
provincials the weekend of July 8-10

th, 
2016. In addition, the Elk Valley Thrift Shop Society has generously donated 

$5,000.  

 

Without the many parents, volunteers and sponsors this event would not have been possible and we would like to thank 
the following businesses and individuals for their time and donations. 

If we have missed anyone we apologise but know we are truly grateful to everyone who attended, donated and helped 
out with this event.  

We would also like to extend our appreciation for the many volunteers it took to put on this fantastic event. Number 1 
thank you goes to Jodi Borys-Trischuk. You did an amazing job not only with the organization but you were instrumental 
in the success of this fundraiser. CHEERS TO YOU JODI!!! 

We apologize if we have forgotten anyone, the support and help was nonstop from the whole community! 

Renie Porter 
Marie Hamilton 
Craig and Ethel Robinson 
Trav and Rebecca Bauer 
Blaine and Lori Borys 
Stacey and Rory Borys 
Helen Shinners 
Denise Sorenson 
Kevin Mcleod 

SMS EQUIPMENT 
KOOTENAY MARKET 
KUTS ‘N’ KURLS  
C & F RESTARAUNT 
YOGA LOVE/VANESSA SMITH 
MOUNTAIN MEADOWS GOLF 
CLARKSON CONTRACTING 
CHAUNCEY RIDGE FOOD MART 
ASHLEY BRUNETT W/TWISTED THREADS 
& SCENTSY 
A SIGNS 
WESTERN FINANCIAL 
BEACH BODY BY GERRI MADSEN 
EAST KOOTENAY COMMUNITY CREDIT 
UNION 
JUDY JAMES 

MONIQUE LEE  
UNITED STEEL WORKERS 
COAL MINERS GALLERY  
FAS GAS 
SUBWAY IN SPARWOOD 
TUPPERWARE BY ERIKA ROWE 
ROD BETZ & GLORIA BELHUMER BALL 
POOL 
DISTRICT OF ELKFORD 
TECK  
PAULA SMITH W/ROYAL LEPAGE 
JKAT CREATIONS (MARIE HAMILTON 
&RENIE PORTER) 
EPICURE BY COLETTE OWENS 
BEARSPAW CONTRACTING  
KAPP’S PIZZA 

ROCKHARD 
GLENN DONALD 
ZENIA WEIR  
GOLD CANYON BY REBECCA ROBINSON-
BAUER 
SEACRET BY SARAH WILM 
CHRISTINE SMITH 
TERRY & BOLTZ VANDALE 
BLAINE & LORI BORYS 
JANE FOY 
ROGER HOCKRIDGE 
CLINT FRIESEN 
CENTURY VALLEN 
DAN RODD (AUCTIONEER) 
HELEN SHINNERS AND RENIE PORTER 
(DD’S) 

Lisa Payne 
Cory Mauriello 
Michelle Legacy 
Ashley Brunet 
Ruby Clowe 
Shawna Klein 
Kelly and Nicole Klein 
Kathleen Murray 
Patti Hockley 

Adele Borys 
Zenia Trischuk 
Jera Kipnik 
Mel Parkin 
Bailey Martin 
Jodi Borys 
Laura Cunningham 
Corey and Cheryl Diedrich 
Leslie Ellice 

Jennifer Norgate 
Arlene Bohn 
Blaine Beranek 
Cindy and Dave Bohn 
Sarah-Jane Nelson 
Dan Rodd 
Terry and Don Vandale 
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First Dart Tournament of the Season 

November 14th, had the Wednesday Night Fun League participating in their first dart tournament of the season. 

Front row: Penny O’Neil, Diane Andrews, Alice 
Tanaka, Rita Spielman, Jean Norgate and 
Darlene Daniels 
 

Back row: Joe Zarowny, Heather Smuin, Jessie 
Amano and Gunner Kahn.  
 

Missing from the picture are our regular players: 
Wanda Cooke, George Braun, Angie Hooper 
and Peter Schwab. 

Ladies High Score of 112 
Rita Spielman 
 

Men’s High Score of 98 
Gunner Kahn 

1st Place Partners 
Diane Andrews and 
Alice Tanaka 

2nd Place Partners 
Gunner Kahn and 
Jessie Amano 

3rd Place Partners 
Rita Spielman and 

Heather Smuin 

Did you know!!? 
DARTS are also called a “MAD HOUSE”. This is because of the double one (x1). 
Two explanations for the term have been preferred: 

 Because it can drive you crazy trying to hit the double one in the game of 101, 301, etc. or 

 Because it is impossible “TO GET OUT” of the “MAD HOUSE”, once a player has a score of 2. The only way to 
finish the game is by hitting a double one. 

If you ever played darts, you  would know how it felt to be in the Mad House!! 
 

ALSO, besides having a great Pot Luck Luncheon, Diane managed to have “Fish and Chips” (also known as 
Breakfast). 
A term used for a score of 26 in which you must get a single 20, a single 5, and a single 1. This is a common score, 
since most want to go for the 20 and end up hitting a 1 and 5. 

Congratulations to our Winners 
 

A good time was had by all! 
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Elkford Nordic Club 

The snow has arrived and we will soon be cross country 
skiing! Track-setting will be made easier this year by a 
brand new Skandic snowmobile funded by the Columbia 
Basin Trust, District of Elkford and The Elkford Project 
Society. Big thank you to Marcel Hoveling for applying for 
this funding and to Larry Klapp for bringing it to Elkford 
from Calgary. Kim Muller and Robin Drijber will also be 
using this new snowmobile for setting our track—so 
please give them all a ‘thank you’ when you see them on 
the trails. 

Track setting is done by the above volunteers, but 
there are costs to maintaining the snowmobile, registering, 
insuring and fueling it. In addition to this, $19.50 per 
person is charged by the BC Nordic Association for 
liability insurance for members. Please consider becoming 
a member (you can pick up a form from the trail head) or 
putting a donation in the box when you use the trails. 

Dogs are not allowed on Boivin Creek Trail but they 
are at the Golf Course. Likewise for snowshoes. Please 
keep dogs and snowshoes off the track at the Golf Course 
and be sure to tidy up after your dog. No motorized 
vehicles are allowed on either trail. 

Join our Facebook page “Elkford Nordic Club” for 
updates on track conditions and general info about cross 
country skiing. 

Have a great season! 
Katherine Russell 

Henry Peter Yee 
June 1, 1939 — October 15, 2015 

 

The Yee family wishes to thank everyone 
who attended the funeral mass for their 

support, prayers and expressions of 
sympathy. 

 

To offer your condolences and to share your memories 
of Henry, please visit his memorial page: 
amherstcremation.com/memorials/yee2.html 
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(lead) Two games were played on Saturday and two 
games on Sunday. They faced some tough competition 
with the opposition having several more years experience 
then the Elkford foursome. The team did a wonderful job 
of working hard and doing an amazing job at representing 
Elkford. The highlight of the weekend was when they beat 
the Senior Girls Invermere team. These four are 
members of our Little Rookies group. 
 

Funspiel 
On Nov 22, the Curling Club held it’s first Funspiel. We 
hope to make this an annual event encouraging all levels 
of curling experience to come out and have fun. The 12 
individual entries were combined to form 4 teams with a 
great mix of adult and junior curlers. Some of the curlers 
enjoyed their first game ever!! 

We played two 4 end games. In between the games, 
we enjoyed an amazing buffet of snacks and some crazy 
joke telling. Thanks to all the enthusiastic curlers who 
participated. See you next year! 

Elkford Curling Club News  
Little Rookies 
Our Curling Club is working at growing and maintaining 
their junior program. The Little Rookies program currently 
runs on Thursday evenings from 5 to 6 and is for ages 6 
to 12 years old. We have 22 curlers! Watch for news on 
the next upcoming session in January. 

Junior Team Competes in Invermere 
On Nov 20 to 22, a team of four Elkford junior curlers 
competed in a Junior Bonspiel in Invermere, BC. The 
team consisted of Riley Murray (skip), Taylor Smith 
(third), Braydon Smith (second) and Eddie Chamberlain 
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We have Gift Certificates! 
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Thank you to #279 Elk Valley Air  
Cadet Squadron for all their help 
setting up tables and chairs and 
to those dedicated few who 
helped clear up following the 
event. 
Thanks also to Garity, Chantel, 
Jody, Darryl, Nikki and Mitch. 
Always only a call away. 
Appreciation to Tanis, Wanda and 
Heather for their help arranging 
licenses and signage. 

Visitors enjoyed browsing through a staggering selection of gifts; the majority of which were handmade by 
the vendors themselves. So many clothing choices, Christmas products, everyday merchandise, delicious 
food and treats, jewelry, signs, fitness programs, cookware, soaps, beauty products, various art and 
pottery pieces, the list truly is endless. If you missed it this year, you’ll want to come along in November 
2016! 

2015 

Moonlight Madness 2015 took place in the Elkford Community Conference Centre on 
Thursday, November 19th. The event was a huge success and offered our Community the 
opportunity to shop under one roof and support local small business. Sincere thanks to the 
vendors who took the care and time to present such a magnificent show of merchandise over 
an assembly of 76 tables. 
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Another shining example of why we should take pride in this event is our youth involvement and the efforts 
of those who mentor them.  Sincere thanks to Jane Foy, Christal Klassen and John Ashbridge. How 
inspiring to see and hear our young singers and musicians from Rocky Mountain Elementary School Choir 
and Elkford Secondary School Senior Band. All gave their time voluntarily and should be applauded for 
their efforts. 

Thank you to the ladies in the Concession who worked 
tirelessly all day to provide tasty treats for vendors 
and visitors alike. Special thanks to Cindy, Carol, 
Vanessa, Tammy, Tracey and Karen Lewis for your 
preparation and culinary skills. It’s always a pleasure 
to witness your team work and comradery. And a 
special thanks goes out to Felicia, our newest and most 
enthusiastic helper! 

Moonlight Madness continues to be one of our main annual fundraising events and we provide a platform 
for small and home based business to showcase their merchandise and hard work. Our aim is to 
encourage members of the community to support local business whilst enjoying the social occasion. It 
really is a fun day out where friends and family, old and new, can meet in a warm, welcoming, and safe 
environment which is accessible to all.   

Without community support this event would 
not be possible therefore heartfelt 
appreciation to each and every person who 
took the time to come along. This event 
highlights the talents of many in both our 
community and across the region. Thank 
you to all. 

Sadly this was my final year as the event coordinator. I will undoubtedly still attend and am very proud of 
Moonlight Madness and every person who has a hand in its success. It truly is a fantastic day and whilst 
often long, I wouldn't change the close working relationship I have held with vendors, community members 
and all of the volunteer and professional groups involved. I hope to continue the many new friendships made 
here.                    Karen Mills 
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Elkford Foodbank News 
As many of you are aware, our Foodbank is now operating without the presence of any actual Foodbank room.  

We are still helping those who require some assistance through the use of vouchers, which are redeemable for food 
at our local Garden Market. Just call and leave a message on our phone at 250-865-4029. We will get back to you. 

We are quickly approaching the time of year when we plan our Christmas food hampers. If you are in need of a 
hamper or know someone else who might be, please call 250-865-4029 and leave your name, a return phone number 
and mention that you are applying for the Christmas food hamper. Please call in with this request before Dec 14th, so 
that we can organize the assembly and distribution. 

Because we are unable to do the annual Christmas food drive this year, we ask that you consider donating cash to 
help us continue giving a hand up to our local residents in need. There are donation containers in the Credit Union, or 
you can make donations at the Kootenay Market. 

 

Thank you Elkford for your generosity and compassionate spirit.  
May your Christmas be filled with peace, joy and abundance. 

We are delighted to welcome Michelle Barthel to the Foodbank Committee. At this busy time of year, extra help is truly 
appreciated and Michelle will be starting with us immediately. Thanks for joining us Michelle! 
 

Denise, Kevin and Karen 

Thank you for your kindness 
 

Our deepest gratitude goes out to the wonderful people of Elkford and beyond.  
   Our daughter, Cheryl, suffered a traumatic brain injury, November 29th of last year when 
her boyfriend’s car rolled and smashed into a barrier during icy conditions at the summit of 
the Coquihalla highway. As if the TBI wasn’t enough, Cheryl also had a broken neck (C5 
fracture), broken clavicle, hemorrhaging, entire right side paralysis, and memory loss.  
   For those of you who may not have known, from the time she opened her eyes until well 
after she spoke her first words, we had a battle ahead of us. We were at her bedside day 
and night, even curling up on the end of her bed after uninformed staff left her alone to fall. 
   After some time at Cheryl’s bedside, we were overwhelmed when we heard that you had 
rallied, sending donations, setting up a raffle, food and gas coupon donations and especially 
your thoughts and payers. Her artsy-fartsy friends set up two benefit concerts with local 
artists too. With your tremendous help, we were able to 
put the outside world out of our heads and concentrate 
on Cheryl’s recovery. We were able to set up our trailer 
at a local RV park and not be forced to go back to 
work. We purchased an iPad and other electronics for 
music therapy, memory and cognitive improvement 

apps. Day and overnight passes were spent at parks, malls, restaurants, the odd 
hotel stay. All of this, we know, helped with Cheryl’s recovery, so thank you, from the 
bottom of our hearts, thank you.  

Something her mother and I would like to say. Many of you ask us how Cheryl is 
doing. After this horrible year our immediate response is to say that she’s doing 
great, but of course, that’s not true. She is not herself. She’s not a web designer 
anymore. She can’t ride a bike or drive a car. Making friends and peer reception will 
be, at best, difficult. And she knows it. She knows who she was and she knows 
where she is now.  

None of us were prepared for this, and neither are you or your loved ones. 
Accidents happen and four wheel drive, traction control, or your confidence in your 
ability will not stop an icy high-speed slide off the road or into an oncoming vehicle. 
This winter, be OK with being a little late.  

You have our most sincere thanks as well as the thanks from Cheryl’s sister, 
Nana, Grampa, aunts, uncles, our friends, and of course, Cheryl.  

Barb and Kelly Nelson 
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The Elkford Snowmobile Association would 

like to thank Vipond for the donation of  
5 new fire extinguishers  

for our club’s cabin. 
 

Thank you for keeping us safe and ready  
for our 2015/2016 season. 

 
Be sure to always check the avalanche 

conditions and your gear before you ride. 
 

Be safe out there!! 
 

 

It has been only three short years since the Elkford 
Community Garden began. And what an amazing three 
years it has been. Garden beds, a shed, two 
greenhouses, a gazebo and landscaping are all 
completed. Strawberries, rhubarb and raspberries have 
been planted for the members to enjoy. Gardeners are 
provided an opportunity to participate in on-site 
composting and are encouraged to naturally supplement 
the soil in their beds. Next year will bring community herb 
beds and asparagus gardens.  

Our garden bed rental is very affordable at only $1.00 
a square foot, and with beds of varying heights we try to 
accommodate people with physical limitations. 

Veteran gardeners and beginners alike share tips and 
learn together. Often we hear from people who are 
considering renting a garden plot that they just don’t think 
they have the time. The gardens do require almost daily 
watering, however, that can be accomplished in under 5 
minutes. As a result, there are no huge time commitments 
required. As a community we all pitch in to help with 
watering and weeding and we enjoy seeing each other’s 
successes. The best part is that the harvests are 
incredible and often shared!! 

The garden is located at 800 Natal Rd, adjacent to St. 
Bernard’s Catholic Church and we encourage everyone to 
visit. In good weather, bring your lunch or a good book 
and enjoy the peace and tranquility of “The Garden”. 

If you would like to become involved, the Snow in 
Summer Garden Club’s Annual General Meeting will be 
your perfect opportunity to meet fellow gardeners and 
register for a bed. The Community Garden Committee 
welcomes suggestions as to how to improve your 
gardening experience. 

Snow-in-Summer Garden Club 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
January 12th, 2016 @ 7:30 pm 

Mountain Meadows Golf Course Club Room 
Election of Executive will take place 

 

Interested in gardening? We welcome you to 
attend. 

 

Elkford Community Garden Update 
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Damon Bjarnason was the first to sit in the new Read-a-
Round that the Elkford Public Library purchased with 
funds from the Community Initiative Grant.  

We would like to thank the Columbia Basin Trust and 
the District of Elkford Council who selected the library to 
receive funds from the Community Initiative Grant. 

 

Season’s Greetings 
 

McRea’s  
Auto Electric Ltd. 

Merry Christmas 
 

from the  
Doctors and staff 
at Rocky Mountain 

Optometry 

Merry Christmas! 
 

From Morris, Sharon,  
family and staff 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Aspire Salon 

Photos   Above: Michele Schalekamp 
               Left: Patti Hockley 
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Season’s Greetings 

Race Trac Gas 

Elkford 

 

Wishing everyone 
 in Elkford  

a Merry Christmas, 
 good health, wealth 
& happiness in 2016. 

 

Heather MacKenzie 
Bookkeeping for 
Small Business 

Happy Holidays!
from 

Grad 2016 
We will come by 
to pick up your 

empties on  
January 
9 and 10 

 

Please look  
for us! 

Happy Holidays 
and 

thanks for the support 
 and volunteer time 

 this past year! 
 

Elkford Minor Ball 

 
Wishing you and your family 

a gift of faith, 
the blessings of hope, 

and the peace of His love 
not just at Christmas 

but throughout the year! 
 

Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year 

 
Mayor Dean and Joanne McKerracher 

Wishing everyone a safe  
and Merry Christmas 

 
The Elkford Wine Steward 

Wishing you a warm and cozy holiday season, and a  
very Merry Christmas!    From all of us at Which Craft 

https://www.facebook.com/whichcraftdambd 

Merry Christmas and  
A Happy new year 
Kay and Paul Bottolfson 

https://www.facebook.com/whichcraftdambd
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Merry Christmas 
From 

Doreen,  
LeeAnne,  
Danielle  

and Ashley  
at  

Elkford Kuts ‘n’ Kurls 

 

Elkford Drug Store 

Season’s Greetings 
 

Mountain Meadows 
Golf Club 

 

Season’s Greetings 
Paula Smith, Royal LePage EK Realty 

 

Health and  
Happiness  

in the  
New Year 

 

Lamplighter  
Pub & Grill 

Happy Holidays 
 

WorkBC 
EK Employment 

Elk Valley 

Happy Holidays! 
 

East Kootenay Community 

Credit Union 
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Staying around here for Christmas? 
Care for an old feeling of Christmas? 

Come on over! 
You can say the word! 
You can sing the carols!! 
You can hug your friends!!! 

 

See you there??? 
 

Elk Valley Congregational Church 
(with the green roof, by the fire hall, 

 across from the bar!!) 
 

Bring your kids!! 
Laugh and shout! 

 
7:00 pm ‘til it’s over! 

 
December 24th 

 
Praise the lord 

 

Pastor Paul Bottolfson 
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Hugh Twa Hockey Day in Elkford Raises $1426.00 for Cancer 
 

On November 7
th
 2015, Elk Valley Minor Hockey Hosted its 5

th
 annual Hugh Twa Hockey Day in Elkford. Hugh Twa 

played an important role in Elkford as a teacher, principal and minor hockey coach. Dr. Twa passed away August 2011 
after a short battle with cancer. This day honors his contributions to our local hockey program.   

The day started off with the littlest players from Pre-Novice and continued with games from Novice, Pee Wee, 
Bantams and ended the day with a Midget alumni game. It was a fun-filled day with the arena filled with fans and players 
from Sparwood, Fernie and Elkord.   

Thank you to all the volunteers, parents, players, coaches, referees and fans. Also a special thanks to the District of 
Elkford and Kootenay Market for supporting this event. Elk Valley Minor Hockey donated all proceeds from the 
concession to The Canadian Cancer Society: $1426.00 

The new bridge over Boivin Creek                Photos: Jeanette Fairbairn 
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The Remembrance Day ceremony took place at the 
Elkford Secondary School on November 10

th
 2015. 

Both schools, Rocky Mountain Elementary and 
Elkford Secondary, came together and had an assembly 
to remember all the veterans who went into the wars and 
came home, those who are still bravely fighting, and also 
those who passed while fighting for our country.  

At the assembly the schools had a moment of 
silence. The RMES choir sang a few songs and the ESS 
band played songs as well. Tehya O’Sullivan read In 
Flanders Fields. 

Mataya Canlas 

 

At the end of October, Student Council organized Spirit 
Week, a full week of dressing up and fun. Almost all the 
students participated, starting with pajama day bright 
and early on Monday the 22nd, and ending on the 30th 
with everyone dressing in their Halloween costumes.  

More recently the band performed Christmas carols 
at Moonlight Madness on November 19th. Some of the 
carols they played included Jingle Bells and We Wish 
You A Merry Christmas. Everyone had a good time and 
it was a great way for the school to give back to the 
community.  

On November 20 and 21st, the school hosted a 
senior girls volleyball tournament. Teams came from as 
far as Grand Forks.  

The band is looking forward to The Foothills Brass 
Quartet, who will be playing a concert for the school on 
November 24th. They will also be working with the band 
students to improve their sound for their concert on 
December 2nd. 

Steph Alexander 

 

2016 Grad News 
Flocking is going well. If you would like to flock 
somebody, call or text: 250-425-5140 or 250-910-0302. 
Thank you to everybody who has participated in this 
fundraiser. 

On January 9th and 10th, we are having another 
bottle drive. Please save your empties for the Grads 
who will be coming around to collect them. 
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2nd Annual Dirty Sneaker Volleyball Tournament 
On November 28

th
 Elkford Secondary School hosted the 2

nd
 Annual Dirty Sneaker Volleyball Tournament. The purpose of 

this tournament was to raise funds for sports at Elkford Secondary School and bring the community of Elkford and the Elk 
Valley together for a fun day of volleyball and socializing. Ten teams participated with players from Elkford, Sparwood, 
Fernie, Calgary and Lethbridge.     

Prizes were given to the top three best dressed teams which were determined by the votes of all the teams. The 
costumes were fantastic and teams are already talking about what they are going to wear for next year. 

The two teams in the finals were The Mighty Minion Madness verses Hillbilly Hitters. Congratulations to The Mighty 
Minion Madness who won the championship title. 

 
Best Costumes 
1

st
 – Clean Up 

Tate Clarkson, Adele Borys, Phil Hooper, Jody Borys, Rebecca Robins, Jessi Krenbrink 
 

2
nd

 – The Mighty Madness Minions 
Darrin Cook, Sheldon Thiel, Doug Wilde, Corey Lowen, Neil Gernon, Nicole Arthur, Kenzie Bauer 
 

3
rd

 – The Cereal Killers 
Nancy Buchan, Steve Fairbairn, Ben Fay, Carmen Murray, Doug Bolander, Will Percy, Lisa Payne, Joanne Merriman, 
Ruby Clowe 
 

Tournament Results 
1

st
 Place – The Mighty Madness Minions 

Darrin Cook, Sheldon Thiel, Doug Wilde, Corey Lowen, Neil Gernon, Nicolle Arthur, Kenzie Bauer,  
 

2
nd

 Place – Hillbilly Hitters 
Jessie Coutts, Rebecca Everett, Meaghan Weins, Sam Hubbard, William Ratudradra, Sami Foye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to all the teams who participated this year. We are looking forward to making this an annual event.   

Best costume - Team Clean Up Winners! The mighty minion madness 

2nd Annual Dirty Sneaker Thank You!! 
Elkford Secondary School would like to extend a huge 
thank you to those businesses and organizations who 
sponsored the 2nd Annual Dirty Sneaker Volleyball 
Tournament on November 28

th
. Your generous donations 

and assistance greatly contributed to a successful 
community event which helped to raise money for sports 
at ESS.  
 

District of Elkford 
Initial Designs 

School District #5 
Skyline Athletics 

The Lamplighter Pub 
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250-910-1023                                                              hair stylist 
                                                                                 #7 bearpaw cres 
call for appointment                                                               elkford 

Jason Heyboer, FSR electrician 
jason.mountainelectric@yahoo.ca 

Box 1278 Elkford, BC  V0B 1H0 

residential -  commercial -  industrial 
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We received 60 amazing photographs this year. It was exciting to see entries from people who haven’t entered before, 
and wonderful to see some of our previous photographers entering again. Everyone has such varied styles and interests 
which shows through in their photographs. We know that it can be challenging to get prints made and we very much 
appreciate all participant’s efforts to enter into the contest and thank you for doing so. 

This year’s judges were Trudy Roberts, Marianne Bauld and Pat Zibauer. It was difficult for our judges to choose the 
best among the photos entered. We would like to thank them for taking the time to view the photos and make the hard 
decisions. We’d also like to thank our Photo Contest Committee: Karen Smithies, Trudy Roberts and Pat Ross-Nelson, as 
well as other Library Board members for their help along the way. Special thanks to Sandra Takenaka and Rosalie 
Atherton for doing a large amount of work in support of the contest, including creating the calendars, name cards and 
power point display. 

We would also like to thank our Sponsors: 
 

Platinum: 
Bellevue Veterinary Clinic 
East Kootenay Community Credit Union 
McRae’s Auto Electric 
United Steelworkers Local 7884 
 
Gold: 
Rocky Mountain Optometry 
Western Financial Group Inc. 
 
Silver: 
Bookkeeping for Small Business 
C & F Restaurant 
Rocky Mountain Driver Training 

 

Thank you also to the District of Elkford for providing the room and promoting the contest on their marquee.  

Photo: Matt Proff Photo: Melanie Wagner 
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Workshops 
 
 

If you are interested in sharing your talents with the 
community by holding a workshop 

 please call the Elkford Public Library at 

 250-865-2912 

 
 

Knitting 
or Crocheting 
for Kids/Teens 

 
 

If you are interested in Children’s/Teen  
Knitting or Crocheting classes this fall please 

register at the Library at 250-865-2912.  
  

Student Volunteers! 
 

In June, both of our student volunteers will graduate. 
Can you step into their shoes? 
 
We need 3 student volunteers, Grades 10 to 12, who 
can commit to one afternoon a week during the school 
year. 
 
If you need volunteer hours, love books, and like to 
work independently, drop off your resume at the 
library. 
 
We will teach you how a library works, including 
helping patrons, readers’ advisory, processing and 
shelving books, preparing interlibrary loans, and other 
projects where you will be expected to work with staff, 
the board, or on your own.  
 
We also write great reference letters. 
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Coming Events 

Did we mention that classified ads are free? 
Short descriptive ads, 

no more than 50 words. 
 

If you wish to add a picture, then we charge 
you our regular ad rates (see below). 

But our rates are so inexpensive,  
they are the next best thing to free! 

Deadline for submissions for the next issue of the 
Elkford Focus is the 20th.  

Please email your classified ads to 
focus@elkfordlibrary.org and put classified ads  

in the subject line. If you are sending us a coming 
event, please put coming event in the subject line. 

Advertising Rates 
per month effective March 1, 2013 

 

                                                                                                            Black & White       Colour 
 

   Business Card                                                                 $  5.00                                        $10.00 
   Quarter Page                                                                      $10.00                                        $30.00 
   Half Page                                                                                      $15.00                                       $45.00 
   Full Page                                                                                        $20.00                                     $80.00 

Elk Valley Safe Homes 
Women’s Shelter & Helpline 

1-800-200-3003 
 

Elkford Womens Task Force 
250-865-2031 

 

Kids Count Too 
Kids Counselling 

250-425-4202 

Curbside Recycling is now available in Elkford  
For more info call Dustin or Nicholle at 865-4341 
Email: elkford.recycles@gmail.com 
Website: www.elkfordrecycles.com 

Elkford Community Cinema: 
$2 per person - $5 per family at the Elkford Community 
Conference Centre. Bring your own snacks, 
For more information please go to: 
http://elkfordcommunitycinema.weebly.com/ 

Fernie Women’s Resource Centre 
Phone:  250-423-4687 

Toll Free:  1.800.339.7393 
Email:  FWRC@shaw.ca 

Food Bank 

If you need assistance from the Food Bank,  
or you know somebody who does, please call: 

 

(250) 865-4029 
 

and leave a message. We will get back to you. 

ELKFORD ONLY-BUY/SELL/TRADE/FREE 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/433106850178548/

permalink/471406429681923/ 

Send us an email: 
 

For the Focus:   
focus@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

For other library matters:   
library@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

To contact us personally: 
diane@elkfordlibrary.org 

 

rosalie@elkfordlibrary.org 
 

sandra@elkfordlibrary.org 
 

Website: 
 

http://elkford.bclibrary.ca 

January Grad Bottle Drive-  Please save your bottles 
for the next Grad 2016 bottle drive, January 9 and 10. 
Thank You for your support! 

NEEDED:RELIABLE PERSON FOR SNOW REMOVAL 
(YOUTH OK) 
Residential Snow Removal in ELKFORD throughout 
winter season as needed. May lead to other odd jobs or 
summer employment if interested. 
Wage To Be Negotiated  
Contact Lisa 250-865-2067 

Workshops in Glass 
Xmas Ornaments: Dec 2, Etching Dec 5,  
Necklaces: Dec 7&9 
These will be the last glass workshops until next Fall  
Contact: k.russell.glass@outlook.com 

Big dogs welcome! 

mailto:elkford.recycles@gmail.com
http://www.elkfordrecycles.com
http://elkfordcommunitycinema.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/433106850178548/permalink/471406429681923/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/433106850178548/permalink/471406429681923/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/433106850178548/permalink/471406429681923/
mailto:k.russell.glass@outlook.com
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